GAME 1: Juggs v. Mayhem (Jan. 04, 2005)

Virgin Norm.

Welcome back for another year of Jugg Madness. Six Juggs played the first game of the season, Jim Johnson, Chris Cain, John Dreiser, Andy Roskind, Justin Martin and rookie sensation, Norman McKellar. Norm earned his stripes with double figures (11 pts), three 3-pointers and a technical for saying Oh, Gosh! after being hacked. We had junior pro referees for this game who refused to call fouls. I guess the 8 year olds don’ t hit as hard as we do. At the end of the game we started whacking people and the refs called them for walking. Cain handled the point mostly. Johnson began the game with a myriad of circus hooks followed by sharp shooting by the firm of McKellar Roskind. The opposition was composed of six 20 year olds and one 40 year old guy who was in better shape than any of us. We played man to man. They beat us off the dribble a few times. They played a 2-3 which we were able to exploit for six 3-pointers. The Juggs trailed by 8 at halftime, 17-25. The Juggs pulled closer at times, but ultimately didn’t have the legs to finish the game. As no fouls were called, Dreiser got wise at the end of the game and literally charged his way to the goal.  
Final: 40-48.

Record: 0-1. Stats: Johnson 12 pts, 2/5 fts; McKellar 11 pts (3 3-pointers, one technical); Roskind 10 pts (2 3ptrs); C. Cain 4pts (3ptr), 1/3 fts; Dreiser 3 pts, 3/ 4 fts; Martin 0 pts.

GAME 2: Juggs v. Forest Grove (Jan. 06, 2005)
The Return of Myriah.

The Juggs faced a patsy for Game 2. Myriah returned with 3 month old Blue Cain for her first action since feeding Johnson for the infamous game winning, zeros on the clock, 4-point play against the Kings last season. The Juggs still had only six as the young frat boy ringers, Kevin Riordon and 5 year phenom David Whitson, who is returning to the Jugg fold for the first time since the 2002 season when the Juggs made the semi-finals, have not returned from Christmas break yet. Carl the Mercenary Lansden was tending to some vital business. Norm also made a pledge to his wife to only play one day a week.\line The Juggs got out to an early lead and led at half 17-8. The Juggs played a 2-3 and switched to a 3-2 when Forest Grove got hot from the three point line. Roskind started the game like a house of fire prompting the Grove to slap the Box and 1 on him. The Juggs laughed until they realized that their offensive production shut down. Chris Cain doled out some good assists to the weak side block. If Johnson were able to run a set play, Cain would have had more assists. Dreiser took the ball to the rim hard. Myriah was 0 for 4 from three land, but the Juggs have the utmost confidence that her shooting prowess will return. Myriah also had a two-handed monster block which was whistled a foul to save the pride of the point guard whose wife and family came to watch. Justin’s big first half contribution was to break the ankle of Forest Groves’ 260 lb. center as they battled for a rebound. That move evened the teams at 6 players a piece.
The Juggs screwed around and trailed for the first time at 29-30 with 21 seconds left on the clock. After a time out, Cain drove the ball to the goal, was fouled, no whistle, Johnson rebounded and was put on the line for 2 with 9 seconds to go. Johnson missed the first and rattled in the second to tie the game and go into overtime at 30-30.\line Dreiser scored first in overtime with a power move to the basket. The Juggs led 34-30 after two Roskind freethrows. The Juggs let the Grove creep back with 3 points off freethrows until Johnson grabbed a missed freethrow with 6 seconds left and was fouled. Johnson missed both freethrows, but one of his teammates tipped the ball back to him and Johnson hit the floating one-hander over the front of the rim. Juggs led 36-33 with 1 second left. Johnson defended the inbounds, but the Grove actually got off a decent 3-pointer to end the game. Juggs win their first in 2005. 

Relieved and a bit embarrassed by his blown freethrows, Johnson slinked back to the Jeep with pregnant wife Kristie and baby in tow. Johnson’s spirits rose as a member of the team The ROC exclaimed, “Oh, man, it’s “The Move!”, a moniker shouted from the stands after Johnson successfully used the same fake lay-up, spin jumper move 7 times in a row in the infamous zeros on the clock, 4-point play game against the Kings last season.
Final: 36-33 OT

Stats: Roskind 15 pts, 2/2 fts (3 ptr); Johnson 13 pts, 3/7 fts; Dreiser 6 pts; C.Cain 2 pts, 0/5 fts; M. Cain 0 pts; Martin 0 pts, 0/2 fts.

Record: 1-1

Interesting Facts: The Juggs are 2-0 in the last two games Myriah has played.  Jim, Cain and Justin combined for a horrid 3 for 14 from the line in Game 2.
GAME 3: Juggs v. K-Town Bombers (the 2 time Champs) (Jan. 11, 2005) Everything’ s Better With a Point Guard.
McKellar brought da funk, Roskind brought da noise and Cain delivered the best inbounds pass in the modern Jugg era. (In Chattanooga, on occasion Robert or Chris Burks would gorilla slam the inbounds pass, but dunking is illegal in the Knoxville league). The Juggs faced the two-time champs, the K-Town Bombers, in the Tuesday night opener. The Bombers have split into two teams this year called the K-Town Bombers and the K-Town Bangers. The Bombers retained the point guard twins, center Bart and Stinky. The Bangers have the Big Fundamental (the best center in the league at 6’1 and Mop Top.

The Juggs stayed in a 3-2 defense until the waning seconds when they switched to man. The 3-2 totally screwed up the sharpshooting of the twins. The Juggs faced a 2-3, but with a record seven 3 pointers on the night the Juggs forced the Bombers into man defense. Jugg rookie, league veteran, 22 year old Kevin Riordon, handled the point beautifully and charged the goal when he saw some space. Dreiser took and sank his first 3 pointer in years. Myriah played tough defense, got some steals and handled the ball well. It was an off night for the Cap’n who had a couple of good inside moves but the bunnies kept rolling out, “the move” didn’t work and the short jumpers wouldn’t fall. To the surprise of the Jugg regulars, Johnson benched himself for the first five and a half minutes of the second half.

The workhorses of the game were McKellar who had 4 or more blocked shots, a new Jugg record and probably 15+ rebounds and two 3 pointers and Roskind who sank three 3 pointers, ran the court well and delivered the final play. Mr. Cain corrected Johnson on his misspeak congratulating Andy running “the Snowbird.”  Mr. Cain stated it wasn’t the “snowbird” or “cherry picking” it was called running the court.  My apologies, Mr. Cain. The Juggs led by 20-19 at halftime.

The Juggs held 9 point leads twice in the second half. The Juggs led 41-34 with about 2 minutes to go. The Bombers turned up the pressure and the Juggs gave up 7 points in about 20 seconds including a bad pass by McKellar. Myriah pointed out to the coach that we needed another ball handler. Seeing both Cains on the bench and realizing that he’s no Curly Neal, Johnson rode the pine for the last 1:30 as Cain stepped in the game. The Bombers pulled ahead on freethrows 44-41 capping a 10-0 run. McKellar, cooler than a penguin’s nuts, drained the three to tie the game 44-44. With :08 left, Roskind tried the Jack Seal Toro defense when one of the twins passed him and Roskind attempted to punch the ball out from behind. The resulting foul sent the twin to the line for a one and one. The twin hit the first, missed the second, and McKellar rebounded and called for the time out with :06. The Cap’n reentered the game for Dreiser. Roskind suggested that Johnson throw the ball in, but not having a good result from the giving end of an inbounds pass in years, Johnson declined and Cain gladly accepted. Riordon took the ball and was fouled. Not being in the bonus, the Juggs got the ball at mid-court with :04. McKellar set a pick for Roskind. Roskind cut to the goal. Cain delivered a precision cross-court pass to the block. Roskind wrestled the ball from the defender, gave him the butt bump, made a power move and layed the ball in for the go-ahead bucket 46-45. With two seconds left, the Juggs played a full court zone. McKellar tipped the inbounds pass to Roskind, and the Juggs beat the Bombers for the first time in 5 years and 9 tries.

Final: 46-45

Record: 2-1

Stats: Andy Roskind 19 points (3 3ptrs); Johnson 7 pts, 1/ 4 fts; Riordon 7 pts, (3ptr); McKellar 6 pts (2 3ptrs); Dreiser 5 pts, 0/2 fts (3ptr); Cain 2 pts; Myriah 0 pts

Interesting Facts: The Juggs are 3-0 in Myriah’s last 3 games. Roskind is averaging 14.67 pts a game with the Cap’n at 10 pts a game.

(Justin Martin is now only playing on Thursdays so that he can train for the big marathon. Norm will be displaying his wares every Tuesday.)

GAME 4: Juggs v. Wildcats (Jan. 13, 2005)
The Prodigal Whitson.

David Whitson returned to the fold on Thursday night and scored 13 with two 3 pointers. The Juggs put up a valiant defensive effort in the 2-3 in the first half, but couldn’t put up many points. The Wildcats played a mixture of zone, man and press. A swarm of defenders attacked whoever was on the point. The halftime score was 14-11 Wildcats. In the first half, the Juggs were having trouble getting shots. Roskind was called for walks when trying to fake out his opponent. Riordon was called for palming the ball. \line In the second half, the Wildcats turned up the heat with a full court 2-2-1 press. The Wildcats made about three steals that they converted into a 26-12 lead. The Juggs finally broke the press by Cain flashing to the middle, good passing and Myriah and the Cap’n overloading the one defender under the goal. How Stella got her groove back, I don’ t know; but, the Cap’n got “the move” back to break the press. The Cap’n made the muscle bound token white guy on the Wildcats look like a punk as he pulled some buckets out of his bag of tricks. However, Jody Roskind averted the eyes of young Lily Roskind when the Cap’n stepped to the freethrow line. It wasn’ t pretty as the Cap’n went 2 for 8. However, Roskind couldn’t buy a bucket of any kind all night.  The Juggs surged back to within 8 at 22-30. The Juggs couldn’t pull any closer as they trailed by 30-43 with under 2 minutes remaining. The final was 50-30 due to the Juggs lofting off the mark 3 pointers and putting the Wildcats on the line. 

Good news: Andy ran the court well. Riordon handled the point. Justin played some inspired defense in the first half. Dreiser hit one of his freethrows and let the Cap’n rebound the second for a score. The Juggs held their own against the best team in the league. This is the team that was undefeated last year except for a loss to an ATO team which featured none other than Kevin Riordon and David Whitson. Last year the Juggs lost to the Wildcats 41-86 (45 pts) and 34-68 (34 pts) with pudgy black guy #10 scoring 35 points on us in the first game with NBA 3 pointers. After the game #10 said he wasn’t more productive due to a sore back.

FINAL: 50-30 Wildcats

Record: 2-2

Stats: The Cap’n 14 pts, 2/8 fts; Whitson 13 pts, 1/1 fts (2 3ptrs); Roskind 2 pts; Dreiser 1 pt, 1/ 2 fts; Martin 0 pts; Cain 0 pts; Myriah 0 pts; Riordon 0 pts.
Interesting facts: Myriah’s 3 game win streak is over. Andy’s 2 point outing tightened the Jugg scoring race with Roskind still leading with an 11.5 pt average in 4 games with the Cap’n nipping at his heels with 11 per game. Six different Juggs have connected on 3 pointers with Myriah about to break loose on the trey. The Juggs only have one technical through 4 games as opposed to 4 techs and an ejection through game 4 last year and 6 techs and 2 ejections through game 5. The Cap’n changed to his looser white shorts. He converted the extra energy, previously squeezed out by the ever tightening black shorts, into better play. If only they made shorts for freethrows. Prior to the opening tip, the Cap’n kindly asked muscle head to go easy on his kidneys. Muscle head was a mercenary for the K-Town Bombers last year who repeatedly forearmed the Cap’n in the lumbar spine to the point of almost pissing blood. He played nice this game. The K-Town Bangers light blue, black, camouflage military shorts were designed by the Big Fundamental (Rick Johnson, no relation). The Cap’n spoke with several members of the ROC after the game. Every player on the ROC is a 6’2”, slender, ghettoized country boy (except for the fat, bald bastard). Nice guys. They are looking forward to shutting down “the Move” for punking them out last year. Get ready 3 point shooters. One of the Bangers informed the Cap’n that he refers to him as “the Flip” due to his unorthodox shooting style, developed after a 5’5” girl blocked his shots in high school.

GAME 5: Juggs v. BBG (Jan. 18, 2005)
The Blowout.

The Juggs scored 69 points, more than double BBG’s 34. With no discernible defensive scheme, it was too easy for the Juggs to score, so easy that Cain missed too breakaway layups and the Cap’n and others missed several shots at point blank range. The Juggs started playing sloppy and then realized that BBG had 3 good players and 2 good scorers on the team. They could hit the trey. BBG pulled to within 9-13 before the Juggs took a commanding lead at halftime of 36-16. The Juggs kept the hammer down while allowing everyone ample playing time. For the first time ever, the Cap’n sat for half of the game after ensuring his double digits. The Juggs started in a half court pressing 3-2 which resulted in several steals and then moved to a man defense\line The game went quickly as few fouls were called. The Juggs called timeouts in the second half on freethrows so that they could enjoy the scorefest longer. Myriah had a nice block. McKellar made a block that the opposing player will have to have surgically removed. After going scoreless last game, Riordon took advantage of the easy pickings to lead all scorers with 18. Four Juggs were in double figures. Roskind made some nice Cap’n like moves. Before the game, the Cap’n asked Cain to shoot like the he didn’t have a conscience. Cain wildly exceeded the Cap’n’s expectations. Dreiser scored 5 which was his predetermined limit for the game. 

The Cap’n passed off to McKellar to jump for the opening tip. McKellar tipped to his partner Roskind for an easy opening layup. It’s interesting how everyone has a buddy on this team and favors playing with that person. The firm of McKellarRoskind are the three point buddies, the Cains work well together on both ends of the court, Riordon and Whitson are the push it down the floor crew, Kristie and the Cap’n (who is a friend to all) work well together and Dreiser and Justin go jogging together. Actually, its all part of the Cap’n’s recruiting strategy. The Cap‘n wants each Jugg to have a buddy on the team they can bitch to, but not enough good friends that they break off and start their own team. Final: 69-34 Juggs
Record: 3-2

Stats: Kevin Riordon 18 pts; David Whitson 12, 2/4 fts; Andy Roskind 12, 2/3 fts; the Cap’n 10; McKellar 6 (2 3ptrs); Cain 6; Dreiser 5, 1/ 2 fts; Myriah 0

Interesting facts: The Juggs have matched last year’s win total with a 3-2 record. 
Last year the Juggs were 3-10. The Juggs also get a second shot at BBG later in the season.

GAME 6 - Juggs v. ROC (Jan. 20, 2005, the 2nd Presidential Inauguration of George W. Bush)
The Assassin, the Decoy and Drivin’ Dave.

“ The Move” became “the Decoy” as the Cap’n drew the interior defense to him while Coach Roskind (dubbed the “Assassin” by the ROC) scored the Juggs’ first 7 points from outside and Whitson and Riordon drove the lane. It was a spectacular effort by Whitson who notched the team season high of 22 points including two critical 3 pointers and an unprecedented 10 for 11 from the freethrow line. \line The Juggs started in a 2-3 defense due to the ROC’s many tall leaping rebounders and only 2 or 3 good outside shooters. The Juggs surprised the ROC as they outrebounded the East Tennessee homeboys 2 to 1 in the first half as Dreiser, the Cap’n and Whitson controlled the boards. The Cap’n even managed to tie up the opening tip. The Juggs led at halftime 23-15. 
The Juggs moved to a 3-2 late in the game as the entire ROC team stayed outside the arc and got hot with some treys. The ROC moved from their initial 2-3 zone to pressing zone and man defenses. The Juggs could not be rattled. Myriah handled the ball well. Martin made a nice power move to the bucket for his first field goal of the year. Dreiser also made an impressive power move to the bucket. To the amazement of all, the Cap’n only took 5 shots the whole night. Hey, you take what they give you. The Cap’n didn’t want to totally disappoint the ROC and kindly scored with the move once. Whitson had the most creative assist of the night to himself as he threw the ball off the Cap’n’s forehead while driving the lane, caught the ball and put in the layup.\line The Juggs led by 7 around the 2:00 minute mark with a freethrow by Riordon. Fat Bastard (aka "Maxi-me" for his resemblance of a large Verne Troyer) came up with a clutch NBA 3 pointer to cut the Jugg lead to 4. Riordon scored again followed by two freethrows from the ROC. The Cap’n got behind the pressing defense of the ROC, received a leading pass from Coach Roskind and scored a layup just before two ROC players smacked the backboard. Whitson put in the last 4 points from the freethrow line. Having a few 10 point leads during the game the Juggs won by 8, 46-38.

Final: 46-38

Record: 4-2 (best start in modern Jugg history)

Stats: David Whitson 22 pts, 10/11 fts (2 3ptrs); Roskind 9 (3ptr); Riordon 6, 2/4 fts; Cap’n 4; Martin 3, 1/ 2 fts; Dreiser 2; Myriah 0

Interesting facts: The Juggs may get a windfall due to a melee which immediately preceded the Juggs matchup. The K-Town Bangers (an offshoot of the K-Town Bombers) and the Wildcats (the best team at Cecil Webb) engaged in a Ron Artest like slugfest. The Bangers stayed close to the Wildcats until the last 1:30 when they trailed by 15. A Wildcat player purposely grabbed the rim on a shot which probably should have resulted in a technical and possible ejection if it were a dunk attempt. With only one referee calling the game, the call wasn’t made. The Bangers argued the point which led to some jawing with the Wildcats. The smallest guys on each team came out swinging and the action spilled into the first row of the bleachers and practically into the lap of the stoic Coach Roskind. After some punches, shoving, military choke holds (which went well with the Bangers camouflage shorts) and a run in by the gym supervisors the game was called. The assumption is that a player from each team will be tossed from the league. I believe it was the Bangers best outside shooter and the Wildcats point guard involved in the fray. The Juggs will assess the damage on Tuesday when they face the Bangers.

The ROC had 8 players.  The Bombers/Bangers split is not uncommon as the Juggs are comprised of several players who have played for other teams in this very league including life long Jugg, the Cap’n; two former members of the ATO team, Riordon and Whitson; two former members of the law school team, Deceptively Quick, Coach Roskind and McKellar; the Cains who used to play at Deane Hill; Dreiser who played for the Calvary Baptists; and Fall 2002 draft pick Justin Martin.

GAME 7:  Juggs v. K-Town Bangers (Jan. 25, 2005)
The Forfeit.

It was a hard fought victory. The Juggs had to wait a whole 12 minutes to receive their forfeit win. The Juggs are on a 3 game winning streak after the Bangers had to throw in the towel for having only 4 players at game time. Noticeably absent was the heart of the team, the Big Fundamental. The Cap’n was looking forward to the matchup as the last time these two giants of the paint were to meet (Game 10, 2004) the Juggs had to forfeit for only producing 4 players. The Bangers are already showing the effects of last week’s brawl as their best shooter and the point guard for the Wildcats have been banned from the league for 2 years.
All was not lost as the Juggs played an intrasquad scrimmage with two of the Bangers. The Jugg team was the Cap’n, McKellar, Whitson and Riordon. The Half-breeds were Dreiser, Roskind, Banger shooting guard and Banger big man. The Juggs took the first 4 on 4 full court game 25-19 behind a strong 3 point shooting effort by McKellar and drives by Whitson and Riordon. The Cap’n played the teat on a boar hog role as he could not handle Roskind’s slick ball or hit a layup. The second game went better for the Cap’n as he hit a hook from the freethrow line which elicited groans and snide comments from the traditionalist, by the book Coach Roskind. The Coach just doesn’t appreciate the brilliance that is the Cap’n’s patented, old school Hizzy from the Frizzy. With the Juggs leading the Half-breeds 19-14 in game 2, the Cap’n called the game as everyone’s tired play was getting increasingly sloppy and injury was imminent.

Final: Juggs 2-0

Record: 5-2

GAME 8:  Juggs v. BBG (Jan. 27, 2005)
7 Month Pregnant Woman Secures Victory.

Thanks to good planning by the Cap’n, the Juggs ensured that they would finish the regular season with no less than a .500 record. At gametime, Justin was at a pizza party in Farragut with his niece, it was McKellar’s night with the family, the Cains were AWOL and Riordon was filling the Nic Arning role by contracting the 24 hour Ebola Virus. (However, Riordon stayed in the bed, whereas, Nic regularly played 5 man iron ball or 4 on 5 matchups while suffering from bouts of scurvy and rickets). Present at gametime were the Cap’n, Coach Roskind, Dreiser, Whitson and 7 month pregnant, Kristie Johnson, who the Cap’n had turned in paperwork for in preparation of this very circumstance, thus, giving the Juggs the required 5 to start the game. Kristie has filled this role twice before when she was 5 months pregnant in 2003 and the Cap’n was serving a 2 game suspension, Kristie stood at half court while Arthur, a kid the Juggs pulled from the stands was putting on his shoes. Kristie, with a severely sprained ankle, also stepped on the court for the opening tip in early 2002 when the Juggs, consisting of the Cap’n, Cool Hand Luke, Whitson and Nic with a case of the weeping boils, had to play 4 man ball. Playing a diamond defense the Juggs were tied at half and then won the game in the second half by placing the crippled Kristie under the goal on the offensive end and hitting her with several snowbird passes. (Note to Cain: the term “snowbird” is acceptable in this instance as the crippled girl could not “run the court.”)

Back to last night, the Juggs ran through the competition like that were not even there. Actually, they weren’t there. Not a single BBG player showed up to play resulting in the second straight forfeit win for the Juggs. I guess the ass whoopings were just too much for them. The Cap’n tried to defend the BBG by remarking that they were two good players away from having a decent team. The remaining Juggs were all in agreement that BBG was about 8 players away from a decent team and that they totally sucked. So, the Juggs capped 2 perfect weeks with a 4 game winning streak.

Final: Juggs 2-0

Record: 6-2

Interesting Facts: The Bangers showed up for their game last night. Their captain, the Big Fundamental, apologized for not being at the game on Tuesday which resulted in a forfeit. His reason, he forgot (and went to watch an Alcoa high school game). Games are every Tuesday and Thursday with no bye weeks. You’re the captain. How do you forget? Every morning I get in the shower, the team record, game time, defensive strategy and starting lineup runs through my head about 100 times. On the positive side, the Big Fundamental had his girlfriend playing with him last night. She appeared to be a talented, athletic young lass wearing a Carson Newman jersey. The Juggs no longer have the monopoly on women or couples in the league. The young lass groused that she had been trying to play on her boyfriend’s team for years and he finally caved when he didn’t have enough players to fill the roster. She appeared to be as good or better than many of her teammates.

Dreiser brought a host of fans including his wife, the lovely, pregnant and due in July, Heather. He also brought a client, retired City of Knoxville firefighter, Jimmy Flanagan, who used to play and coach the firefighter’s basketball team many moons ago. Dreiser and Mr. Flanagan recently defeated all of the Cap’n’s brilliant legal arguments in Chancery Court and was awarded $80,000 for work related hearing loss.
GAME 9:  Juggs v. Wildcats (Feb 1, 2005)
Juggs hit 9 threes, Myriah breaks out.

Dumfounded. The Juggs were dumfounded when the Cap’n announced the starting lineup and it didn’t include the Cap’n. Looking to shake things up, the Juggs started McKellar, Coach Roskind, Whitson, Riordon and Dreiser. The Cap’n and the Cains came off the bench in relief. The Juggs subbed more than usual to keep fresh bodies on the floor. The Juggs started in a 2-3 which had worked effectively against the Wildcats the first time when the Juggs held them to 14 points in the first half. After a barrage of three pointers by the reconstituted Wildcats, it was obvious the 2-3 wasn’t going to work a second time. The Wildcats must have an extensive roster as four of the players (all white) were new. The last time the Juggs played these guys they had 7 black guys and one big white bruiser.

After falling behind early, the Juggs kept pace and were within striking distance a few minutes before halftime when a string of lazy passes and turnovers were turned into 10 fastbreak points for the Wildcats. Riordon also picked up the Juggs second technical of the season for saying “sh*t” after making a bad pass. It’s interesting that none of the veteran Juggs, who set a record for techs and ejections last year, have picked up a tech this year. The last time Riordon picked up a tech was when the ATOs were ejected from last year’s tournament 8 minutes into their first game against none other than the Wildcats. The Wildcats led 37 - 20 at halftime.

The Juggs were loose in the second half starting Cain, Myriah, the Cap’n, Coach Roskind and Whitson. The Juggs played a 3-2 and man. The Juggs were able to beat the Wildcats press, man and 2-3 defenses. The Coach became “the Assassin” as he rolled off 11 straight points. The Assassin finished the night with 4 three pointers and 18 points to lead the second half Jugg offensive onslaught which produced a franchise record 9 three pointers. The Cap’n even hit one. The Juggs scored 39 points in the second half to keep pace with the Wildcats who scored 41. It was a break out night for Myriah who hit a running 3 pointer and made a beautiful power move inside for two and the foul. Myriah was exceptional running the point when Riordon was taking a breather.

Except for the Wildcats hot shooting in the first five minutes of the game and the Juggs’ turnovers in the last three minutes of the first half, the Juggs went toe to toe with the league’s best team. The contest got a little heated at the end of the game as a few hard fouls and taunts from both teams led to a talking to by the league administrator and the referees.

Final: 59-78

Record: 6-3

Stats: Coach Roskind 18 pts (4 3ptrs); the Cap’n 13 pts, 0/1 ft (3ptr); Riordon 7 pts (1 tech); McKellar 6 (2 3ptrs); Myriah 6, 1/3 fts (3ptr); Whitson 4; Cain 3 (3ptr); Dreiser 2, 0/2 fts

Interesting facts: This was the first night every Jugg on the roster scored. Every Jugg has made a 3 pointer this season except Justin. Scoring 39 points in a half is a modern day Jugg record. Starting on the bench, upon entering the game a rested Cap’n was able to outrun the defense and score on a long assist by Myriah. The Cap’n scored most of his points on fastbreaks. Myriah pointed out to the Cap’n before the game that she thought #20 was better than #10 who the Cap’n was worried about. #20 proceeded to light the Juggs up. That Myriah has an eye for talent.

Reasons for the talking to:\line The Wildcats were running their mouths. Dreiser was banging down low. The Cap’n had to break him and #22 up. McKellar made a block that was so awesome it elicited a Cain taunting, mock laughing spree that lasted for 30 seconds. The Cap’n almost lost his cool with the refs after #10 for the Wildcats bowled over Whitson with an obvious charge that left Whitson with a bloody nose. With Whitson writhing on the floor, no foul was called and the game continued. Whitson reentered the game with a strong rebounding performance. Coach Roskind kept reminding #22 that he was a joke. Roskind and McKellar were doing their Abbott and Costello routines after showing up the competition. Bruiser #50, who has played nice most of the year, resorted to his d*ckhead try to hurt you ways in the final minutes; but, the Juggs don’t back down. The Cap’n and the old guy coach for the Wildcats shared words during the talking to.

A few additional thoughts (by Coach Roskind):

(1) With the Wildcats already leading by seven or eight after 5 minutes of play, several starters took a seat and the "subbing" began. On the Wildcats' next possession, some white guy for them hit a three to which I said something like, "come on, that's the fifth three they've hit." And without losing a beat or dribbling off her leg, Myriah - without even giving me my due respect and looking at me, says, "Yeah, four of them were on you." Priceless. . . we're finally coming together.\line (2) I was, without a doubt, on my "A" game. Forget scoring, defense, rebounding and what have you. I'm talking about the lost art of shit talking. As soon as McKellar blocked "22"'s shot, he was done. I made sure of it. Every time he missed a shot, I made sure he knew I was watching. Every time he turned the ball over, I made sure he knew I was watching. His own team tried to get him to take a seat on the bench. . . At one point I looked at him and simply said, with a wry smile and a chuckle, "seriously, you suck. You have got to be the worst player on your team." The next time down court he asked for the ball at the top of the key, attempted a cross over, took one step by me and lost the ball off his leg and turned the ball over. At that point I said, "seriously, you can't shoot or dribble, you just suck." My finest game to date, if only my daughter was there to see it. . . 
GAME 10:  Juggs v. K-Town Bombers (Feb. 3, 2005) 

Justin’ s Soliloquy

There was an inordinate amount of cursing in the Jugg’s pre-game warm-up which brought some disapproving glances from the lady at the scorer’s table. The Cap’n reminded the Juggs twice to watch the language as Riordon had just gotten teched last game for letting one slip. The Juggs beat the Bombers in Game 3. Unfortunately, the Juggs were without the majority of their beef and half their three point shooting as McKellar and Whitson were absent. More bad news, the Bombers had beefed up adding a 6’4 three point shooter to go along with center Bart and beefy #13.\line The Juggs alternated between 2-3, 3-2 and man defenses to no avail. The Juggs either gave up the long ball to the Bombers’ sharp-shooters (the Lefty, the Twins and the new tall guy) or got pounded inside by the big men. Both teams got off to a relatively slow start with little scoring in the opening minutes.

Dreiser got hacked on a lay-up attempt and no foul was called. This elicited a “that’s bullsh*t” from Mr. Dreiser followed by a technical. Mr. Dreiser wanted to continue to argue the point using his legal skills which have garnered his law firm about $1 million in recovery of worker’s compensation benefits for City of Knoxville firefighters with hearing loss. The Cap’n called him down as the Juggs could not afford to lose Dreiser for the tournament. The Juggs trailed by 23-10 at halftime.

The Juggs came to life shortly after halftime and cut the lead to 26-17 on the Cap’n’s “new move”, the “fake the move, reverse for a fingerroll” which will probably never work again. Then the unexpected happened with 9:00 minutes left in the game. Happy go lucky Justin Martin set a screen at the hash-mark. The screen was somewhat of a moving screen (a call not made much in this league, but one technically on the books and illegal). Martin was called for the violation. Martin then delivered his dissertation on the state of events in the current athletic contest in which he was participating. Martin: “Excuse me for asking, but what the F***ity, F*** is going on . . .”  Standing about two feet from the explicit tirade the Cap’n used his commanding voice and asked Martin to hush. The ref with the sensitive ears who had previously teched Dreiser ejected Martin instead of calling a technical due to the graphic nature of the comments. Martin would probably have been able to return next game if not for directing some comments toward the league administrator before leaving. Now, Martin, with a 4 game suspension, is out until the third or fourth round of the tournament depending on whether the Juggs earn a bye. The Juggs will get you there buddy.\line The Juggs were still not out of it at as they only trailed 36-22 prior to the tirade. However, the Juggs apparently saw their shadow and proceeded to hibernate. The Bombers went on a 20 to 0 run to take a 56-22 lead before the Juggs went on a 6 to 4 run on three pointers by Coach Roskind and Cain which brought the final score to 60-28.

Final: 60-28

Record: 6-4

Stats: The Cap’n 11 pts, 3/5 fts; Cain 5, 2/2 fts (3 ptr); Riordon 5 (3 ptr); Coach Roskind 5 (3 ptr); Dreiser 2; Myriah 0; Martin 0

Interesting facts: The Cap’n played the entire game suffering from the Ugandan Flu and refused to sit as the Juggs were too undersized as it was. The Cap’n also probably dislocated his tailbone scrambling on the floor for several loose balls.

The league now has 3 referees calling our games.

The Juggs tech total for the year is 4 with 1 ejection, still way below last year’s 10 tech, 3 ejection, record setting pace.

One of the Juggs threw a beautiful pass to Riordon for an open three pointer. The reason he was so open was that he was not actually in the game. He was on the side of the court walking to the water fountain for a drink. Heads up Riordon did catch the pass though.\line Funniest insult of the night came in the following game between Mayhem who was beating the crap out of Forest Grove. A diminutive Grove guard on the bench was commenting on why the shaggy haired, tanned, tribal tattooed best shooter on Mayhem had gotten 3 fouls early in the game. "He has to get home in time to watch 'The O.C.'"

SPECIAL MESSAGE

Mark February 7, 2005, down in your history books. That was the day that the Cap’n defeated Karl the Mercenary (Carl Lansden) in a refereed game. After 15 years and countless games of the Cap'n losing at the buzzer, the Cap’n and the boys of Church Street United Methodist defeated the Mercenary’s minions from Central Baptist 50-43. Church Street led by 10 at the beginning of halftime and by 13 at the end of halftime. How? Carl was upset that the scorer’s table had him with 4 fouls instead of 3. He was so adamant in his argument that the referee gave him a technical resulting in foul number 5. His coach then got a technical. That’s why the guy is Jugg material. Carl was planning on coming to the Jugg’s last 3 games to be eligible for tournament, but last Wednesday suffered a mountain bike wreck with abrasions to the head and bruises all the way down his right side. He was healed up by last night though. The only thing hurting this morning is his pride. The Cap’n salutes you, Mercenary!

GAME 11:  Juggs v. ROC (Feb. 8, 2005)
Iron Man/Woman Game.

It was ironman/woman basketball as the Juggs were rematched with your favorite country homeboys, the ROC. The Juggs used a combination of size, speed, experience and gender to stay competitive in this matchup. It was the Cap’n, the Cains and the ATOs going into a no substitution battle against 7 of the car wash’s finest.

The Juggs took the early lead at 10-3 and 13-6. The ROC came roaring back with multiple 3 pointers to take a 9 point lead 27-18. Two ROC players scored the majority of the points on the Juggs’ 2-3 defense. #22 ended up with 8 three pointers. The boy could not miss. #33 hit the 8 to 10 foot jumper soft spot on the baseline between the Cap’n and Whitson for several points. The Juggs closed to within 6 at halftime 31-37 after the longest last 7 seconds ever. Riordon dribbled out to take a 3. The Cap’n rebounded, missed and then hit a layup before the buzzer.

The ROC played a man defense most of the game. They wasted way too much energy worrying about “the Move” and trying to take the ball from Myriah.  Myriah was not giving up the ball to these jokers; and, the Cap’n didn’t need the move as he scored off straight up power layups over 3 defenders if necessary. The assists on those layups go to Myriah who seems to be the only player who will feed the Cap’n in the post these days.

Cain gets the Nic Arning award for playing on a mangled tendon. Cain never complained and hobbled the court quite well. Cain stated he could not have shot the ball if he wanted to. The pain couldn’t keep his spirits down as he went into another laughing fit when Whitson planted Fat Bastard’s shot 6 feet under (wrongly whistled for a foul, but Cain didn’t care). All the Juggs joined in the revelry as Whitson asked if he should maybe take Fat Bastard out to dinner after the embarrassing stuff. The ref nicely asked the Juggs to hush.

Riordon finally found his shot this season, pull up jumpers in the lane, and led the Juggs with 22 points. Whitson wasn’t far behind with his lane driving 21. Myriah got in the lane driving action late as she sliced through four defenders in the center of the lane for the bucket.

After some minor infighting, the Juggs were able to tie the game late, 42-42. The Juggs were down 50-52 in the final minute and a half when the Cap’n choked on the front end of a 1 and 1 followed by another 3 pointer by #22. With :03 to go, the score was 50-58 when Whitson had his head taken off from behind on a 3 point attempt. Whitson missed the first, hit the second and excecuted the most beautiful missed freethrow I’ve ever seen as he bounced the ball off the rim back to himself at the 3 point line and hit the trey for a respectable final score of 54-58.

Final: 54-58

Record: 6-5

Stats: Kevin Riordon 22 pts, 4/5 fts (2-3ptrs); David Whitson 21 pts, 5/7 fts (2-3ptrs); Cap’n 9 pts, 1/3 fts; Myriah 2; Cain 0.

GAME 12:  Juggs v. K-Town Bangers (Feb. 10, 2005) (Last regular season game)
Classic Juggs.

It was the much anticipated matchup between the only two female players in the league. So anticipated that 3 Juggs, Whitson, Riordon and McKellar decided not to even show up. The Juggs once again were in an ironman/woman contest with the Cains, the Cap’n, Dreiser and Roskind.

The Juggs got out to a great start taking a 7-2 lead. The turning point of the game came when Cain picked up his first technical of the year. The Juggs were complaining about every call. Especially Andy, who got three fouls in the first five minutes. The dark headed center on the Bangers admonished the Juggs for complaining about every call. This elicited a uniform cry from the Juggs to mind his own business and play his own game. The ref only gave the technical when Cain called the guy an “idiot” right before he shot freethrows. In Cain’s defense, the Cap’n approached the ref and told him that we didn’t appreciate being told to shut up by the other team and that if he is going to call a tech on us he better dole one out to them as well. It didn’t matter. The damage had been done. The Bangers hit 3 of 4 of the resulting freethrows, got the ball back and scored to tie the game at 7. It was back and forth for a couple of minutes until Myriah injured her knee with 6:30 left in the first half.

Myriah limped to the bench and returned at the end of the half for the role of “snowbird” on the offensive end of the court only. The Juggs didn’t want to injury her further as tournament is coming in a week and a half. The Juggs kept the score within 10 to 15 points for a while until the second technical on Dreiser. The Banger Girl was defending Dreiser on a rebound. She fouled Dreiser, but Dreiser was unjustly called for a walk. As we all know, when Dreiser starts leaning, nothing is going to stop the forward progress of Sir-Charge-A-Lot. Banger Girl looked like a possum on the grill of a Mac truck as Dreiser drug her limp body 20 feet down the floor and then gave her a shoulder shiver to drive her carcass into the ground. The ref called a technical on Dreiser for not stopping when the whistle blew.  No. He called it because Dreiser fouled a girl, a very talented player who can defend herself without the technical. Dreiser just believes in gender equality to the extreme. The ref didn’t call a technical on the Banger Girl when she popped back up in Dreiser’s face and started challenging him. The Cap’n separated Dreiser from the fray and taunts from the Bangers. Dreiser’s only reply was, “Hey, you hit our girl!” The Juggs fought on. The Cap’n was highly peeved as the Juggs were forced to play 4 on 5 on defense and the 3 second call apparently ceased to exist. The Banger players were allowed to stand in the lane for 5 to 10 seconds at a time without receiving a 3 second call. The Big Fundamental, who is not as strong as he was last year, stood with at least one foot in the lane for 10 seconds at the end of the first half. After continually calling this to the new ref’s attention, the Cap’n had a little prayer meeting with the ref at halftime. The ref admitted that standing in the lane with one foot for over 3 seconds was technically a violation, but that he would not call it if the ball was too far away from the offending player. What??? The passage of time is inverse to the relative distance of the ball to the player? What the F***? Was that one of Einstein’s theories? The guy is standing on the Mutha F’N block for 10 seconds! The Cap’n writes all this so that you will understand why the new ref (the same ref who made 99% of the piss poor calls during the game) was quick to give the Cap’n the third technical of the game.

 The Cap’n pulled an Eric Carlson and got everyone thrown out of the game. Knowing that Dreiser or Cain would be out for the tournament if they received one more technical, the Cap’n took one for the team by once more questioning the judgment of new ref.  Dreiser drove for a layup on the Big Fundamental. A smack rung throughout the gym which the ref admitted latter that he heard, but that he also hears lots of slaps during a game and couldn’t call it if he didn’t see it although he was positioned three feet from it directly under the goal. The Cap’n calmly retrieved the rebound on the opposite side, scored, turned to the ref and said, “You’ve got to call that.”  Technical #3. The game was called with 3:29 left to go in the game. A fitting way to end another Jugg season. With the fear of being perceived as nice guys for only registering one technical in the first 8 games, the Juggs made up for it in the final 4 games by receiving 6 technicals, one ejection and one called game. Ahhh, the Juggs are peaking for tournament.

Final: 32-56

Record: 6-6

Stats: The Cap’n 12 pts, 3/ 4 fts (3 ptr); Roskind 10, 3/3 fts (3 ptr); Cain 5 (3ptr); Dreiser 3, 1/1 ft; Myriah 2.

Interesting Facts: The Juggs went 0-4 to end the season giving up an average of 63 points a game.

McKellar and Riordon, what the hell? Riordon, you e-mailed me at 6:44 pm that you weren’t coming to the game? I’m supposed to check my e-mail and pull a player out of my ass an hour before the game? McKellar, last weekend we talked about you playing on Thursday since you would be watching Roskind’s lovely child and your 8 children on Tuesday. Give a brother a heads up if you are going to no show. Go ahead and tell your wife that Tournament starts Feb. 21 and you could have 2 or 3 games a week for two weeks. You should have some good will built up by then as you won’ t have played ball in 2 weeks.

Whitson you play great when you play, but you’ve only shown up for half the games! You and Riordon try not to ditch the team when tournament starts. And both of you, quit treating Myriah like she’s a girl! Chill! She can handle the ball just fine. And while you’re at it, quit treating me (the Cap’n) like I’ m a girl! Throw me the damn ball! That goes for the rest of you too, except for Myriah who does throw me the ball. Cain, Roskind and Dreiser, when we’re down 20, shoot the ball quickly! And quit skipping me at the 3 point line! I don’t shoot them often, but I’ve got a pretty good percentage! You bastards! I’m more happy go lucky everbody score, teamwork Cap’n 2005 unlike center of the universe Cap’n 2002, but, damnation, everybody, throw the dog a bone! Tournament is coming. Show up and play your balls off (insert appropriate gender reference for Myriah here). 
TOURNAMENT RESULTS MISSING

MSJ 2004 SEASON RECAP

"MSJ-2004:Back for More!”

Watch out league! Those crazy Juggs are back with new wide shouldered, dazzle cloth uniforms. The classic "Steamrolling Juggernauts" logo has been updated. Colors remain the same, Grisby jean black and Eric Carlson white. 13 Juggs make up this years squad with new additions Andy Roskind, Carl "Karl the Mercenary" Lansden (if you can't beat 'em, get them to join the Juggs)and prodigal son Jimmy Holbrook. John Willis is back from a medical redshirt year as is Kristie Johnson who is returning from maternity leave. Other veteran players include Jim Johnson, Chris Cain, John Dreiser, Myriah Cain and Jason Long (from a two year hiatus) and sophomores Justin Martin and Ryan Ibbotson and the semi-retired Nic Arning. The Juggs will play 12 games on Tuesdays and Thursdays at Old Jugg Arena (Cecil Webb Family Center).

Addendum: Holbrook and Ryan actually never showed up to play.

GAME 1 v. ATO (Jan. 6, 2004)
The Juggs had 10 players to the competition's five. The ATO's, the fraternity Jim advises, led by former Jugg David Whitson, were riding a 17 game regular season winning streak spanning two leagues dating back to last year. The Juggs started out slow with starters, Jim, Cain, Kristie, Dreiser and Carl. The Juggs used mass substitutions and fell to an 8-22 deficit. Not to worry, the Juggs knew they could outlast these plucky whipper snappers. Carl ran the floor while Jim punished the frat boys inside and Cain rained threes. Juggs fought back to trail by 27-31 at halftime. Former Jugg/current ATO David Whitson, fouled out with 3:00 minutes remaining. That left the ATO's with only 4 players. The teams were tied at 43-43 with 1:00 left in regulation and the Juggs holding the ball. With :10 on the clock, the Mercenary was called for a questionable three-second violation. The ATO's last second shot was no good and the teams went to overtime. With the Juggs leading 49-46 with :06 to go, the ATO's went the length of the court and put up a desperation three only to be blocked by Cain, but, alas, a foul was called. The ATO player stepped to the line and cooly made 3 free throws with 0:00 on the clock and chants of "Just like Teen Wolf, baby" to force double overtime. A clutch two by Andy, a redemption three pointer by Cain and a trash time two for Jim sealed the ATO's fate. Juggs taste victory 57-51. The Juggs ran man defense. The victory and MVP belongs to Jason Long who scored his first two points in years. Without it, we would have been two points short of overtime. Jason wore Jack Seal's retired #1 jersey with Jason's trademark "HE HATE ME" emblazoned across the back, a reference to the prejudicial height treatment he has received from the league management in years past. Willis announced his re-retirement after the game, due to a recurring back injury dating back to the 2002 tournament. Willis also played the first game of 2003. Willis is currently looking for a spine donor.

Score Box:  Jim-17, 3/3 fts; Cain-15 (3 3-ptrs); Dreiser-7; Mercenary-6; Jason-2; Kristie-2; Willis-2; Myriah-2; Andy-2; Justin-0. Fouled Out: Chris Cain.

GAME 2 v. OLIVE GARDEN (Jan. 8, 2004)
It was a valiant effort for the guys and gals as the Juggs led the game until the last 5:00 when fatigue caused some missed layups, missed freethrows and some turnovers. The Juggs ran a 2-3 defense. The cap'n should have gone to a box and 1 sooner to shut down #14, who made a billion 3 pointers. At any rate, the Juggs played iron person ball as 5 players (Cain, Myriah, Jim, Kristie and Andy) played the whole game while their babies (Sophie, Isabella and Lilly) screamed encouragement from the sidelines. Encouragement or "Who the hell is this stranger you left me with while you're playing, Daddy?" Only 5 Juggs showed to play against Olive Garden's 7. That's why we have 13 players on our roster. A shout out to Myriah Cain who poured in 10 points. Jim managed to collect his sixth foul (due to an inattentive scorekeeper) and a technical in the last :03, but calmly left the court to avoid the year suspension another tech would bring. Jim's still on probation dating back to December 2002. The Olive Gardeners got a little peaved that they were getting their asses kicked early by two women who had recently given birth and three old men. Halftime score: Juggs 18-15.

Final: 35-42 or 37-45. After the tech I didn't pay much attention.

Score Box:

Jim-15, 5/8 fts; Myriah-10; Andy-6; Cain-3; Kristie-1. Jody (Andy's wife) held Lilly; one of the Olive Garden player's girlfriend held Sophie; and the gym supervisor baby-sat Isabella when she wasn't taking in the action from her take-along swing.

(Season technical tally: Jim - 1)

Game 3 v. The Roc
F: 37-57

Juggs got their butts kicked pretty thoroughly this game. Dreiser picked up a tech after calling a bald headed kid a “fat bastard” accompanied with a chest bump. Jim - 15; Andy - 10; Dreiser - 7; Myriah - 5; Cain - 0; Justin - 0; Kristie - 0; Jason -0
(Season technical tally: Jim - 1; Dreiser - 1; Total 2)

Game 4 v. No Way
Andy Roskind attains Jugg for Life Status! In one game he scores 20 points and 2 technicals which gets him ejected. The referee did not understand that an ejection equaled a four game suspension and put in a good word for Andy with the league office. Andy is on probation only. Down 9-16, Jim bounced off of a Justin Martin pick to score. Down 13-16, Andy hit a 3 to tie the game. Cain Mutiny. Cain threatened mutiny at halftime if Jim did not start sharing the ball. Jim took the hint and fed the ball to Andy every time. The Juggs were down 19-22 at half, but came out firing for the second half. Juggs took a momentary lead at 27-26. An 0-6 run had Juggs down 27-32. Andy hits a 3 for 30-32. Jim hits a running hook to tie. Andy streaks down the floor for his second snowbird of the game. Jim hits him. Andy stops, jukes the defender out of bounds and scores for 34-32 lead. Later #5 (the Anti-Andy) hits a 3, Juggs down 34-37. Andy answers with a 3 for 37-37. #5 hits a 3 and a 2 for 37-42. After a turnover, Andy makes a comment to the ref which garners a tech. Trying to clarify his point earns him a second. Juggs lose 37-46. Juggs played well against on of the better teams in the league.

H: 19-22

F: 37-46
Andy Roskind - 20 points; Jim - 10, 4/8 fts; Justin - 5 (including a 3 pt play); Dreiser - 2; C. Cain - 0; Kristie - 0; Nic - 0.\line (Season technical tally: Andy - 2, 1 ejection; Jim - 1; Dreiser - 1; Total 4, 1 ejection)

Game 5 v. K-Town Bombers (2 time defending champs)
H: 13-19

F: 28-51

Walloped again by the champs. They ran a 1-3-1 defense which we rarely penetrated. Jim won the misthrown tip by altering his body in mid air and tipping the ball with his left hand. Down 2-0, Dreiser took the lead with a 3 pt. Play. Juggs had too many turnovers. Juggs hung within 10 most of the way at 22-32 and 28-40. Then Bombers went on 11-0 run to end game at 28-51. The Bombers gave the Juggs a chance going 0-8 from the stripe to end the first half. In Jim’s dumbest move since poking himself in the eye with his thumb on a rebound in last year’s tourney, Jim was running full speed and got his right thumb caught in the pocket of his black with white trim Nike shorts. Jim managed to rip out the pocket and send himself sprawling on the floor at mid court. Cap’n Thumbilina. Also prior to the game, Jim joked about how Chris Cain had gone four games without a technical. Cain was not to be outdone. We have played this team several times in the past few years and Cain always gets stuck with the greasy European guy. Cain referred to him as “Stinky.” “Stinky” actually protested by proclaiming he had bathed 2 days ago. After 2 technicals for taunting Stinky, Mr. Cain was ejected from the game and was sentenced to a 4 game suspension after an unsuccessful appeal on the following Tuesday.
Jim - 11 pts, 2/2 fts; Dreiser - 8; Andy - 5; Justin - 2; Cain - 2; Myriah - 0; Kristie - 0.\line (Season technical tally: C. Cain - 2, 1 ejection; Andy - 2, 1 ejection; Jim - 1; Dreiser - 1; Total 6, 2 ejections)
Game 6 v. Kings (old rivals)
THE GREATEST JUGG GAME / COMEBACK EVER!
With Cain on suspension Krisite, Dreiser and Myriah handled point guard duties by committee. Jason had 3 mighty rebounds in the clutch and had a blocked shot. Justin blossomed at the power forward position with 9 points. Justin was always in position to score. His best was a 3 point play drive and cleaning up Jim’s blown layups. Justin, however, fouled out early. Solid play from Andy. The Juggs fell behind early at 8-21. At halftime the Juggs trailed 20-29, but fell behind 13 points at 20-33 with 14:30 to go. The Juggs just kept chipping away. Juggs defense held the Kings to 6 points in the next 14 minutes during a 19-6 run. During this run, the Kings have a break away layup that Myriah tracks down from behind and deposits it against the wall. Awesome! Nothing gets a guy down faster than having his ball swatted by a girl. Down 9 with 6 minutes to go, Andy and John began yelling at each other. In a primitive attempt at motivation Andy began yelling at everyone to get open after he had already requested several times that we give him the ball and clear out. Dreiser yelled at him to pick his head up because we were open! Jim called a timeout for the Juggs to collect themselves and go on the final run. The Juggs had lots of steals late in the game. The Kings kept floating the ball in the lane. Even Jim, not known for his quick hands, had 3 steals. The score seemed stuck at 33-39 forever. After a game of few turnovers, the Juggs threw away a series of balls. Tough D kept the Juggs in the game. In a sly coaching decision Jim had saved all 5 time outs for the second half. As we would find out, every second counted. \line Down 37-39 with 1:15 remaining Jason ripped a defensive rebound. Dreiser hit a finger roll with :40 to go to tie at 39-39. The Juggs played tough D until :10 seconds remained and the Kings hit a layup and got fouled to go up 39-42. Jim called a timeout to set up the last play. The lineup: Jim, Andy, Dreiser, Kristie and Myriah. Dreiser inbounds the ball to Myriah. Myriahs options for a 3 pointer are 1) Andy in the right corner, 2) herself, 3) Kristie in the left corner. Jim roamed the block for the rebound. Myriah dribbled past half court with two defenders on her. Myriah dribbled to the right. Andy wasn’t open. 3 defenders converge on Myriah. Jim realizing there was trouble popped just right of the top of the key. Myriah sees Jim out of the corner of her eye and passes him the rock. Two defenders run at Jim. Jim grabs the ball, says a prayer and lets in fly. (Insert Jim’s Sports Center Moment). 0:00 on the clock. Swish. Score is tied. Jim is fouled. The crowd goes nuts. Jim lets out a blood curdling scream. Myriah jumps into Jim’s arms. Jason jumps off the bench and joins the fray. The Kings are in disbelief. If they had fouled Myriah, she would have been on the line for 2 and could not have tied the game. If they didn’t foul Jim, the worst would be overtime. Plus they faced being beaten by 2 women playing on the floor in the final seconds. Jim stepped to the line for the and 1. 2 dribbles, hands shaking very badly, 2 more dribbles, nothing but net. Juggs win 43-42. Juggs start to hoist up Jim, but decide he’s too heavy. The beautiful assist turns into a swan song for Myriah as she finds out the next day that she is pregnant, and takes maternity leave for the remainder of the 2004 season. Jim - 18 pt. (5/8 fts, 3 ptr, 3 pt play, 4 pt play); Justin 9 (3 pt play); Myriah 7 (Two 3ptrs, 1 blocked shot); Dreiser - 6; Andy - 5; Kristie - 0; Jason - 0 (1 blocked shot).

The crowd included the champs (K-Town Bombers) and other teams who were scoping the competition. Jim was given the nickname “The Move” by onlookers for repeatedly scoring by faking the layup and spinning to the left for a short jumper in the lane. In a followup game with the Kings, whenever Jim received a mismatch down low, the little defender often said, “Oh sh*t, help! I’ve got “The Move!” 

Game 7 v. Wildcats - RD
Riding the adrenaline wave from last game, the Juggs took an early double digit lead thanks to big plays from Andy and Carl. Juggs were shocked back into reality quickly as the Wildcats - RD began to beat the Juggs like red headed step children. Juggs stomped 41-86. Worst defeat in the modern Knoxville era. The defeat resulted in bickering between Carl and Andy, but the coach made everyone hug and make up before leaving the gym.

F: 41-86

Jim 4/8 fts
Game 8 v. The Roc
The short handed Juggs were down early 9-22 playing a 2-3 defense. The Juggs had only 5 players including Jim, Kristie, Andy, Cain, returning from suspension, and Nic, who turned in a solid performance although he was suffering from Ebola and Rickets. Lone fan Myriah cheered. Then Carl showed up and the Juggs came to life playing man. Carl also informed the competition how good he was and managed to pick up his first tech of the year. The Juggs went on a 12 - 5 run to trail by only 21-27 at halftime. The Juggs pulled to 31-34 and 44-47 on 2 freethrows by Kristie. The Juggs never got over the hump though and were defeated 46-52.

H: 21-27

F: 46-52

Jim - 13 pts, 7/8 fts; Carl - 8; Kristie - 5, 2/2 fts; Andy and Cain combined for 20, Cain with a 3 ptr; Nic – 0
(Season technical tally: C. Cain - 2, 1 ejection; Andy - 2, 1 ejection; Jim - 1; Dreiser - 1; Carl - 1; Total 7, 2 ejections)

Game 9 v. No Way

The game Dreiser almost started a race riot. 
No Way is an athletic black team with a 6’5” center with a temper. Nearing the end of the game Dreiser thought it a good idea to grab the center pick him up and swing him do-si-do style and set him back down very roughly. The foul was called. Dreiser then turned around and headed down court with his back to the center. The center gave the evil eye and made a bee line for Dreiser. A heads up play by Cap’n Jim who had the angle on the big man and sprinted over to face up, bear hug the Goliath at center court. Needless to say, the big man was not amused and began screaming to his team, “You better get me out of here!”  Thanks, Dreiser. With Andy out nursing a leg injury, Cain and Jim led the charge with 16 a piece. Cain drained three 3 pointers while Jim worked the competition on the inside. Dreiser added a banked 3 pointer. Fans included Jim’s mother-in-law Muriel and baby Isabella. Dan Korth recorded the pulse pounding action and confrontation. The Juggs were defeated.

H: 21-38

F: 41-67

Cain - 16 (3 3ptrs); Jim - 16, 6/7 fts; Dreiser - 5 (1 banked 3 ptr); Kristie - 2; Justin - 2; Jason – 0.

Game 10 v. The K-Town Bombers
I have never been so pissed off and embarrassed in all of my life. The Juggs have never had to forfeit a game, but they did today. It’s the defending champs darn it! We can’t even get 5 people to show up? Thanks to Cain and Justin (?) for showing up along with myself (Jim) and Kristie. To make it to the game, Kristie and I raced back from Crossville after seeing the dentist for a teeth cleaning. (Don’t ask me why we go to a dentist whose office is an hour away). I pitched a grade A hissy fit flinging water bottles and basketballs into the wall and bemoaning my plight. The gym manager kindly approached Kristie and asked that I remove myself from the premises if I could not behave properly. After a cooling down period, we played some pick up ball against the champs, a well oiled machine. I got to beat on their center awhile, 6’1” and the best big man in the league, and got back into good spirits.

Game 11 v. Wildcats – RD

With only 5 players, but enough to play, the Juggs played a box and one on pudgy black guy #10. He scored about 35 points on us in the previous meeting, mostly NBA 3 pointers. The Juggs were down 2 - 21 to start and 17-34 at half. That score was doubled for the final 34-68.

Dreiser - 11; Jim - 7, 1/2 fts; Andy - 7; Cain - 5; Kristie – 4
Game 12 v. The Kings (the rematch)
THE UGLIEST WIN EVER

(This week’s AP report submitted by crack reporter Andy Roskind)

(techs Jim- 1; Carl - 1)

Local Basketball Team Technically Wins

AP 

Knoxville, TN

In a bizarre twist of fate, the Knoxville based Juggernauts (3-9) won their final regular season game despite being down by thirty points with\line two minutes remaining. The Juggernauts found themselves down by thirty late in the game toarch rival Kings (3-9). Late in the second half, one of the city recreation referees informed the Kings captain that should the team receive one more technical foul they would forfeit the game and thus take a loss. The warning fell on deaf ears as only a few seconds ticked off the clock before a Kings' player found himself on the wrong side of the normally elusive third technical. 

Several onlookers to the Springer like finish to the basketball\line game described the events leading to the final 'T'.  "I was sitting in the top row of the bleachers, and I saw everything. \line This number 42 (Cap’n Jim) for the Jugs was cheaten all night and should have been throwd out of the game." She continued with, "there he was standing at mid-court and laid my honeybee out setten some sort of pick thing." In a unrelated story, the trailer momma also commented that she was pregnant, but not by her husband, rather the real father was "Chip" or number 5, she then barred her breasts and inexplicably starting fighting Chip's wife.

Although the play in question will be debated for seasons to come,most players from both teams agree that Juggernaut number 3 (Justin) stated to Kings (center) number 40, "Do that again and I'll hit you in the jaw." We are left to wonder what exactly occurred for such a threat to be made. After the Juggernauts were awarded a well deserved win, the Kings number 40 requested to meet any member of the Jugs outside so he could be summarily hit in the jaw once and for all. In response to the unique request, Justin Martin, Jugs number 3, is heard to have stated, "Go ahead and hit me. I'll sue you for assault."  It was later pointed out to number 40, that should he actually make contact with Martin it would become battery as assault is merely a threat with the immediate ability to carry through with the threat.  

Although the Juggernauts routinely fight and feud with one another, they appear somewhat puzzled regarding the rules of engagement with another team. Speaking on condition of anonymity, one Jug inquired, "So are we all suppose to just hang around to help Jimmy get to his car?" Although uncertain of the exact wording, the Jug player believes the answer to the perplexing question was, "once you take off your jersey, you have no loyalty to the team and therefore no need to help Jimmy." After several failed attempts to goat the Jugs into fisty-cups, Kings' players showered the refs with insults and lewd and lascivious comments. 

Although the exact course of events is not clearly known and will likely be debated for seasons to come, a Juggernaut player was heard to say, "A win is a win. Sometimes when our defense is awful and our offense is pathetic we need to look outside the box to bring home the elusive 'W'. We knew the Kings were weak minded and would eventually give into our insults, wise cracks and our all around shenanigans." It is uncertain whether the Juggernauts tactics for winning when down thirty with two minutes remaining can carry them to the league championship. One thing is for sure however, until the final buzzer, this team will fight, technically speaking, to the end. 

(Coach’s comments. At the time of the incident Carl had one technical for the Juggs and The Kings had two. In case of a double technical, which is what happened, the Juggs would win the game 2 techs to 3 techs. Leading into the final play, Justin got his Jaw jacked by 6‘4” thuggish, tattooed Hispanic #40 under the Juggs goal. Justin and #40 were jawing with each other as they ran to center court. To separate the two, Jim set a legal, blind pick at center court. #40 should have been looking down court instead of at Justin. #40 hit Jim and shoved off in reaction. The double tech was immediately called, Jim and #40 were ejected and the game was called in the Juggs favor even though they trailed by 30 points. The ref later realized Jim and #40 only had 1 technical a piece and ruled them eligible for tournament. #40 was later suspended for life and the Kings fate is unknown for next season as #40 repeatedly threatened the life and safety of the refs and the gym supervisor commenting that if he saw them out in public, that they would be “hanging on the wall.”  Sounds quite ominous. Chip’s girlfriend also told Jim to 
“Hang it up grandpa! You’re too old to play!”  Some Grecian formula will fix that.
Normally, losing one game on a technical wouldn’t be so controversial. However, the Juggs and Kings ended up with identical 3-9 records with the Juggs holding a 2-0 head to head advantage. In the tournament brackets, the worst 8 teams had to play an extra game. Due to Jim’s 4 point play at the buzzer against the Kings in game 6 and drawing the 3rd technical in game 12, the Kings were forced into the lower bracket while the Juggs received a bye. Jim and Kristie remained at the gym an extra hour, were perplexed when they found everyone’s Jugg jerseys sitting in a pile (see story above) and took an alternate route home.

(Season technical tally: C. Cain - 2, 1 ejection; Andy - 2, 1 ejection; Jim - 2, 1 ejection; Carl - 2; Dreiser - 1; Total 9, 3 ejections)

Tournament Game 1 v. The Raptors
A team full of large black men who turn out to be Carl the Mercenary’s old team. The starting lineup was interesting. Starting were Jim, Carl, Kristie, Justin and Jason. Nic came in for some good minutes as well. Cain refused to start because he was watching daughter Sophie who didn’t want to go to anyone else until Myriah showed sometime in the first half. Dreiser showed up about 8 minutes into the first half. Scoring was difficult in the first eight minutes, but the game was tied at that point. Carl hoisted 3s and drove. Jim, with two large men on him, managed a couple of dipsy doodle hooks. The starting beef of the triple J’s, Jim, Justin and Jason in the post helped the Juggs 2-3 defense. The Juggs later went to man. Justin had some great steals late, but was unable to convert. The Juggs stayed close early. Things started going south late in the first half when during a string of Jugg turnovers, Justin said “sh*t” after losing a ball and was assessed a technical. A cheap call. Without announcing it, the refs tightened the rules for the playoffs. The ref was Floyd who had ejected Jim last year. No surprise, Jim fouled out of this game. At least we didn’t do as bad as ATO who managed 3 technicals and a called game 10 minutes into their first tourney game. 
H: 18-28
F: 28-51
Carl - 9; Jim - 9; Justin - 4; Cain 4, Dreiser - 2; Kristie - 0; Nic-0; Jason – 0

(Season technical tally: C. Cain - 2, 1 ejection; Andy - 2, 1 ejection; Jim - 2, 1 ejection; Carl - 2; Dreiser - 1; Justin - 1; Total 10, 3 ejections)

Oh, well. There’s always next year. We almost got it together this year, but, as always, we need a pure point guard. On the bright side, Jim raised a 50% lifetime freethrow shooting average to 70% and, as far as I know, everyone is eligible for next season. I hope everyone will return next year. Until then, I’ll be recruiting. ROLL JUGGS! Cap’n Jim.

*Just in case you thought we were in a pushover league, the 2 time Champs ended up with a .500 record. The former champs were down to No Way 0 - 25 in game 9. ATO, last year's undefeated regular season team finished sub .500.
