2007 Juggernauts Season Recap
Game 1 & 2 summaries missing

Game 3 v. Mayhem (2005 Champs)
 
Damn the champs. The league's stingiest defense, the Juggs, collided with 
the league's most prolific offense, Mayhem. The Cap'n kept the team in it through sheer will until his teammates got in the groove. Josh Braden and Anthony found their stroke eventually. The Assassin has still not found the money shot. Although he had some good looks, most of the night the Assassin's shots bounced off the back of the rim and over the back of the backboard. The Juggs were in a hole early, but only down 31 to 24 at half.
 
The Juggs planned on playing man defense coming into the came.  However, 
Dreiser's in laws came into town with a truck load of furniture.  Dreiser had to unload it and couldn't find where his wife had packed his balls away. Ed apparently was not able to make it back in time from his trip to the Moonlight Bunny Ranch near Vegas. There is apparently no cell phone service or e-mail in Nevada so Ed couldn't warn the Cap'n that he would be a no show. Therefore, the Juggs had only 6 players, most of whom are not in 
championship style man to man defense shape this early in the season. The Juggs played a 2-3 early and switched to man to man late after the contest was pretty much decided. The former champs played a 2-3, but gave the Juggs plenty of scoring opportunities.
 
The champs hit 80% from the 3 point line for a total of 11 three pointers. The Juggs did a good job of keeping down the fastbreak points, except for some easy buckets after steals at the top of the key. Anthony was stripped several times. The refs didn't seem to care that the champs took a hunk of flesh out of Anthony on each steal. Anthony got pissed and made some nice drives to the bucket and added a 3 pointer for 9 points. This was the best showing by Josh in his second year as a Jugg. The Cap'n told him he had to score. Josh answered with 11 points. Kristie handled the ball well at the point. She has now gone three games without a turnover. Zach delivered scrappy play as usual. The Assassin compensated for his weak shooting with some mad, crazy assists to the Cap'n. The Cap'n who is often Mr. Fumble Fingers early in the season, snatched anything in his vicinity and punished the champs with his craptacular bag of tricks for 22 points. The Assassin stated that it was the best he had ever seen the Cap'n shoot. The Cap'n steps it up against good competition as was apparent in his 25 point, 3 three pointer game against the 2006 champs, Elite Realty, last year. However, the Cap'n was sucking wind in the second half. The Cap'n was grumpy and combative with his teammates in the second half after the champs went on a scoring spree.
 
The champs are all in their 20's. They had a pair of 6'4 guys, one black, one white, who pulled up and hit three pointers, but couldn't stop the Cap'n in the paint. One of the champs had 5 three pointers. After the champs built a 20 point lead, they started pulling up at the hash mark to hit 3's. Damn the champs. The Juggs get revenge on January 25. The Assassin began the smack talk for the rematch as soon as the buzzer sounded.
H: 31 - 24 Mayhem
F: 64 - 44 Mayhem
Rec:
Stats: Cap'n 22 pts, 4/ 8 fts; Josh Braden 11 pts, 3 ptr; Anthony 9 pts, 3 ptr; Assassin 2 pts; Kristie 0 pts; Zach 0 pts.
 


Game 6 v. Searay
And Then There Were Five or "But, Mommy, I've got the poopies,"  
 
It was an inauspicious start for the Juggs as the 3 year old sat upon the potty, a lost Haney circled the general area of the gymnasium for 20 minutes, the 1 year old was left upon a play mat with only 5 princess dolls and orange peanut butter crackers to keep her company and the babysitter was pressed into action to give the Juggs enough players 
to legally start the game.  Josh Haney stayed on the phone with Josh Braden throughout the Juggs' warm up period in an attempt to guide Haney to the gym. Haney last appeared
at the gym a year ago and was the victim of one of those calls that only the Juggs ever manage to suffer. Last year, in a tie game against then defending champ Mayhem, Haney was called for going at a shooter's legs who was shooting a three-pointer. Haney never made contact. The shooter never fell down. The shooter hit the 3, was awarded two technical free throws and the ball back which led to the previously unheard of 7 point possession and a downward spiral for the Juggs. Haney also injured his hand that game.
 
At game time, Haney was not in the gym. The Cap'n had his bases covered
though as he, Braden, Justin Martin (who made his first regular season appearance 
since his cursing tirade earned him a 4 game suspension in 2005), Kristie and babysitter Hillary Hill, who has some b-ball experience, made five.  However, the Cap'n failed to factor in the finicky bladder of his first born, 3 year old Isabella Johnson.  As the Cap'n was hastily strangling the baby sitter with an extra jersey, he realized Kristie was not on the court. "Kristie!" the Cap'n screamed at the top of his lungs. "Isabella, pull your pants up. We've got to go," urged the flustered Kristie. Queen Isabella refused to abdicate the
throne. "But, Mommy, I've got the poopies," protested Isabella. "Start the game or I'm assessing a technical," warned the ref for the second time.  "Kristie!" bellowed the Cap'n. "Stay there, Hillary will be here in a minute," assured Mama as she abandoned her bewildered child in the stall.  "But, Mommy!" 
 
Haney leaped through the gym door a split second before the duty torn Cap'n's wife raced to the court. The babysitter was dispatched to the restroom as Haney hastily changed his shoes before a barrage of screaming by the Cap'n. Alas, the Juggs started the game with no tip, but an assessed technical foul.  Searay connected on one of two as the clock began to run and led 1 - 0 with possession of the ball. A series of wild plays and turnovers led the Cap'n to call time out less than two minutes into the contest to calm his team down. The Juggs set up in a 2 - 3 defense with the Cap'n at center, Justin to his left, Braden to his right and Haney and Kristie at the top.  Searay opted for man to man defense with the best player on Braden. Justin made his presence known early as he scored the Juggs first bucket off a Cap'n miss. The Juggs played stellar defense. Some chances taken by Justin on the block led to some steals, but also allowed Searay to exploit the overloaded low post on occasion. However, Justin ripped several key 
rebounds.  The Cap'n poured in 10 points in the first half. It was a good start which actually turned into a finish as well as the Cap'n was pointless in the second half. Kristie took over the Assassin's role of publicly admonishing the Cap'n for being a black hole from whence no ball could escape. The Cap'n's second half shooting was quite atrocious. The Cap'n left every shot about a foot short. The Juggs led 16 - 12 at halftime.
 
Braden carried the Juggs for awhile with his magnificent abilities. He's very similar to a young Eric Carlson without the New York potty mouth spewing the 'F' word on every play. Justin added a tough jumper inside.  Kristie stretched the Juggs lead to 7 on a much needed banked three pointer.  The very next play, Kristie's defender went all Mo Howard on her with the Three Stooges' double poke to the eyes which led to her first turnover of the year. Kristie was stripped of the ball two other times, but managed
to pursue the stealer, defend the layup, tip the shot and come out with the rebound both times. Searay came roaring back with 7 straight points to negate the Juggs' 22 - 15 lead and tie the game at 22 and again at 24.
 
Unable to pass the ball back out after years of conditioning himself to shoot every time, the Cap'n cleared himself and Justin from one side of the court and told Haney to go to the basket. The Cap'n even implored Haney not to dump it off to him as the Cap'n acknowledged, "I can't hit $#!*."  Haney drove for two straight scores. The Juggs led 31 - 24. However, racing down the court every play took it's toll on the debuting Haney. Haney was stuck with 3 traveling calls for his Anthony Martin type NBA dribbling style.  Haney was assessed with his last traveling violation with 2:13 left and the Juggs leading 31 - 27. Haney approached the ref and tried to protest but was too exhausted to achieve anything more than a vacant stare. The Cap'n called timeout to regroup and assign ball handling duties to Braden.  Kristie gave Haney the pep talk, "We've worked too hard and I'm too tired to lose to these guys."
 
The Juggs shot freethrows down the stretch. The Cap'n once again drew a
lane violation for one of those calls that has never been enforced in a recreational, prep, college or pro league. The Cap'n's penalty was for putting his arm across the imaginary boundary separating his personal space from that of the defender's personal space on the lower block. During the last possessions of the final minute with Searay in a full court 
press, Haney inbounded each time to Braden. Braden connected on two freethrows to take a 4 point lead, 33 - 29. The Juggs swarmed the 3 point line and forced Searay to settle for 2. Haney added another throw after a Searay bucket to give the Juggs a 3 point advantage. Chunky #30, who along with athletic #7 had scored the bulk of the Searay points, chucked the ball from NBA range for the tie only to see it sail out of bounds with one second remaining. Haney inbounded to Braden to secure the Juggs' first iron
man/ iron woman victory of 2007.
H: 16 - 12 Juggs
F: 34 - 31 Juggs
Rec: 4 - 2
Stats: Cap'n 10 pts, 2/ 2 fts; Haney 9 pts (3ptr), 2/ 4 fts; Braden 8 pts (3 ptr), 3/ 7 fts; Justin 4 pts, 0/ 2 fts; Kristie 3 pts (3ptr). Game
Notes:  Searay did not play very smart against the Juggs. With 7 players to the Juggs' five, Searay did not press or fastbreak. The Juggs might have wilted early if Searay had effectively used their numbers advantage. The Cap'n's constant talking, teammate encouragement, and alerting the refs to the opposing team's wanton violations of the rules, comments which are rarely aimed directly at the opposing team's players, apparently enraged skinny, no talent #22 to the point of an Eric Carlson, "Why don't you
just shut up and play the game" exchange. The Cap'n got all John Dreiser on #22, patted him on the back and asked kindly, "Why don't you just shut the Hell up, you little bastard?" Which prompted some niceties, John Willis' "f" yous and "#22, you're a real tough guy, why don't you shut me up, you little bastard" exchanges between the two competitors. The Cap'n verbally dedicated the Joshs' 3 made freethrows and the win to #22.
 
The Cap'n knew a victory was assured as he ate the Wong's Palace Chinese 
buffet earlier in the afternoon. The Cap'n's fortune cookie revealed, "Soon you will be sitting on top of the world." His lucky numbers were "34, 12, 31, 45, 6, 37." His learn Chinese word for "March" was "San-yue" followed by Chinesey characters which resembled a dead Pokemon being eaten by an octopus. The Cap'n divined that the Juggs would "march" forward with a victory with the absence of "#34", Ed's jersey number, and "#12", Anthony's number, who were both securing a 20 point victory for the Church Street United Methodist Church participating in the Middlebrook Pike Methodist 
Church basketball league. "31" was supposed to represent the number of points the Cap'n would score without the presence of some marquis Jugg players. However, 34 to 31 actually represented the final score. The Cap'n has no idea what 45, 6 and 37 represent, unless it's the daily pick three.
 
Kristie thanked Haney for her sweet kicks (basketball shoes for those not 
down with the lingo). Kristie informed Haney that she had paid for the kicks last year with the money she made representing him on a youthful indiscretion charge.
I would like to give a shout out to our buddies at Belk Kingdom who have been cheering for the Juggs the last few games from the stands. It is believed that they notched their first win of the season against also winless Pilot as they were up 20 points at halftime. Their center, "Tattooed Lurch," also seems to be sweet on my honey. Last night was also to be the match up of undefeated teams Mayhem and Forest Grove. The Juggs play both teams next week. The Juggs have never lost to the Grove and their tall, wide bodied, post players and have never beaten Mayhem.  Haney is to be commended for keeping up with his jersey, formerly worn by Myriah Cain, since last year. Justin kept up with his during the two year layoff.
 
One year old Alana Johnson was spotted imitating Justin doing the one handed cool down stretch against the gym wall after the game.  The Assassin missed the game, a rare occurrence, due to sharing the joys of women's basketball with his darling Lilly. Kyle Adamczyk has decided the glory of standing before a sea of scantily clad women screaming for him to pummel his opponent at the SAE boxing tournament is more enticing that twisting his ankle with the Juggs again this season. Tim Mank apparently had better things to do with his uber hot, 5' 11 girlfriend Katie Waller.
 

Game 9 v. Forest Grove (rematch)
Sweet revenge. 

The Juggs kicked off Revenge Week in smashing fashion. After losing to Forest Grove last week after the Cap'n was almost liberated from his head, the result of the rematch was never in doubt. However, the Forest Grove big guy did not make a reappearance as he was either too afraid of retaliation by the Cap'n or the official excuse that he was attending a funeral.
 
The Juggs jumped out to a 16 - 2 lead holding the Grove to 2 points until the last two minutes of the first half and to six points at halftime. The Juggs implemented a smothering match up 2-3 defense with the Cap'n calling the defense from the back, Assassin strategizing from the front and everyone talking and calling the cutters. The Assassin recognized that the point guard could absolutely not go left and keyed Kristie and the other guards to overplay him right. The Grove got no guard penetration. The Grove did effectively overload the floor and send cutters through the middle and 
attempt to hide players on the weakside block but still could not find the 
basket until the second half.
 
It was a balanced scoring attack from the Juggs in the first half. The Cap'n drew first blood by faking the pass back out to the wing and taking the ball to the bucket. The Assassin commended the Cap'n for taking time to set up the defenders. Kristie soon followed with her patented foot on the 3 point line 2 point bucket off an assist from Ed. This makes two games in a row that Kristie has scored on a long jumper early and gained some respect from the defense. Josh Braden made some terrific steals in the first half.
Braden followed up with the first of two awesome blocks. Braden had a Herculean stuff that slammed onto the court and bounced back into his hands. Braden followed up with a block and steal from the Grove's biggest man on the floor in the second half.  Zach was back and brought a lot of hustle and good luck with him.  The Juggs have been losing without him lately. Anthony mixed it up inside for a good rebound and bucket and played good defense. Andy, Kristie and Ed shared ball handling duties. Kristie had some quick hands and managed some steals and deflections to her teammates in the lane in the 2 - 3.
 
A tale of two Eds. Ed stayed moderately in control the first half dishing out some assists, getting steals and rebounds. Although, he managed to pick up an offensive foul as only Ed can by "butting" a guy.  Ed was in the backcourt dribbling and ran over a man while dribbling into him butt first.  Ed has officially taken the title of "Sir Charge-a-lot" from John Dreiser. Ed in the second half was a wonder to behold. Ed scored all of his 12 points in the second half. He had 8 points in about a 2 minute span. A good bit of his points were from cleaning up the trash the Cap'n left on the boards. Ed inbounded to the Cap'n. The Cap'n missed the power shot (uncalled foul of course). Then Ed bounded under the goal caught the ball in mid air on the other side of the basket, spun and hit a behind the head hook shot before touching the floor. During the game, Ed also attacked the basket from the baseline instead of straight down the lane without bowling anyone over. The Cap'n sat Ed down in the second half because frankly he was scoring too many points. The Cap'n sat a good spell of the second half as well. Ed wasn't on the pine 60 seconds before he bounded back into the game. 
 
The Cap'n also shared the bench with Braden as the Juggs experimented with smaller lineups.  The Cap'n reentered the game so that he could get his 10 points. The 10th point came on the Cap'n tipping a rebound to himself and whirling in the lane for a fall away jumper while being rebuked by his wife for not throwing her the ball. The Cap'n would have reached the double digit plateau earlier but was wrongly denied a three point play which was called as a non shooting foul.  The Grove overloaded the floor well in the second half. The Cap'n had to worry about the old guy charging on the baseline while trying to prevent the big dark headed guy from getting too cozy on the block. Those were the only two players who could score for the Grove. They each ended up with double figures off points in the lane. At times the Grove had 5 players at the 3 
point line without anyone who could hit a three pointer. Seeing the success the Grove had at overloading the court, the Assassin called the Juggs version of the overload. Everyone goes to one side of the court and Braden takes his man one on one. It's very effective.
 
The Juggs got a little sloppy with the ball at the end of the first half and part of the second half. The Grove made a couple of short lived comebacks which were quickly quelled by the Assassin from the 3 point line. The Assassin also ran the court well for some easy buckets. The Juggs led by as much as 19 points at 42 - 23.
 
The only controversies on the night were the obligatory Assassin, Ed and Anthony hate triangle followed by some late jawing with the Grove. With 1:30 to go, Ed drove the lane and was dog collared by the Grove's point guard. The Cap'n piped up, "Hey, Ed, he learned that move from their Big Guy, " referring to the oft mentioned clothesline of the Cap'n. The pipsqueak took offense and yelled, "You talk a lot of smack when you're winning."  The Cap'n thought when your winning is actually the best time to 
talk smack although the Cap'n didn't view his comment as smack as much as an
 informative observation. So the Cap'n called timeout to go learn the little smart ass some manners. The refs quickly interceded and told everyone to chill. For the record, the Cap'n has no personal beef with the Grove who are usually pretty nice guys and are probably the only team with a higher age per player average than the Juggs. The Juggs won 43 - 27. Next, the Juggs attempt a Revenge Week sweep against the height challenged Venom on Thursday.
 
After giving babysitter Hillary Hill extra money for repeatedly saving the Johnson girls from getting hit by the ball in recent games, the Cap'n was forced to deduct money from babysitter Super Mel Guy's paycheck for letting an errant Grove pass plunk young Isabella on the noggin.
H: 18 - 6 Juggs
F: 43 - 27 Juggs
R: 5 - 4
Stats: Crazy Ed Bayer 12pts, 2/ 3 fts; Cap'n 10 pts, 2/ 2 fts; Assassin 10 pts, (2) 3ptrs; Braden 7 pts, 1/ 2 fts; Kristie 2 pts; Anthony 2 pts; Zach 0 pts.

The Assassin’s retort: 
 
Whoa, whoa, whoa. Ed and I have patched things up. He played brilliantly last night (and his girlfriend missed it). He worked the block rather than pretending to be a guard - brilliant use of talent and it paid off with a Juggs' "W". Anthony, hell, I have no idea there. I figure he was pissed at his own play and silently lashed out at me for removing him from the game with 3 minutes left. 
 
We can't advance in the playoffs or win "revenge week" with this type of friction . . . It'll tear us apart in the locker room and then someone will start making comments to the press. Oh wait, this is pick-up city league at Cecil Webb. In that case, stay pissed young Anthony. Ed was pissed at me and his play got much better as illustrated by last night's gem.
  
Seriously, that was hands down the best half of basketball in Jugg's history. Everyone hustled, played proper positions (on offense and defense) and played smart. Never has our zone flowed that well. When Ed avoided the charge midway through the second half on the fast break and still made the basket, I knew greatness was right around the corner.
GAME BALLS TO JOSH AND ED.  

Ass'n
