Juggernauts 2008/2009 
Game 1 v. Wranglers

My Favorite Martin.

Fourty three percent of the Juggernauts’ season opening roster consisted of Martins.  Anthony Martin brought his young brother Jared who has recently relocated from Indiana while Justin Martin returned to the Juggernaut fold after joining the Cain Mutiny last year for their tournament run.  


The Juggs debuted $172.18 cents worth of new jerseys for half of the team during their shooting warm up.  The Juggs took the court at tip-off but the jerseys did not as Wranglers eschewed their classic denim jerseys for the kick ass white on black color scheme of the Juggs.  The Cap’n made the call to play in white wife-beaters so as to confuse the competition by not wearing numbers.  Aiding the Cap’n’s decision was the fact that the entire Wranglers team was cookie cutter pressed from a 5’11” to 6’0” mold which would have made them difficult to keep track of sans numbers.  The last time the Cap’n wore his wife beater to play ball, Game 6, 2008, he traumatized his children while wearing a blood soaked shirt and crimson mask of a face waiving a bloody finger of scorn at the M.I.A.M.I. center prior to reporting to the emergency room. 

The Juggs were looking for their first win at Deane Hill in this half of the decade.  Tournament games have not been kind to the Juggs at Deane Hill, the site of multiple royal Jugg screwings.  The Juggs will have home court advantage in the playoffs this year as the winner’s bracket is played at Deane Hill and no games are played at the former Jugg Arena at Cecil Webb.  The jump to Deane Hill was necessitated by John Dreiser and Ant refusing to continue to play in the redneck “’hood,” the Cap’n, Ant, Crazy Ed, Kristie and Josh Braden taking frequent trips to the emergency room after games, the pain in the ass of trying to staff a team twice a week, the loss of work time from producing two game reports per week, the convenience of the gym to players in West Knoxville and the fact that the players at New Jugg Arena are not savvy to the Cap’n’s bag of tricks.


During the opening meeting of the teams at half court, the referee informed both teams that there would be no cursing.  The last game, Justin actually played for the Juggs was tainted by a cursing tirade of mammoth “f’n” proportions leading to a season ending suspension (not to mention when his “sh*t” got teched in a Deane Hill tournament game).  Justin asked the ref if television curse words were acceptable prior to settling on the “safe word” of “CHICKEN NUGGETS!”  (Safe word?  Justin, what have you and your wife been doing in your private time?)


As usual, the Cap’n made an anemic effort to secure the opening tip which went to Wrangler who opened the game with a quick score.  Ant answered early with a three pointer.  The rest of the starting lineup consisted of Dreiser, Justin and debuting point guard 20 year old ATO Shannon Wiener (pronounced “whiner” not “weener”).  The bench consisted of Patrick Veals and Jared Martin who was drafted 20 minutes before gametime in case two people fouled out.  Absent without notice or received excuse was the Assassin who will sit the start of next week’s game as penalty (New Jugg Arena is only 5 minutes away from his house).  Wrangler took what would be their biggest lead of the night at 7 – 3.  Justin, who had an exceptional night, grabbed a rebound in the paint and executed a power move to the bucket to bring the Juggs to within 2.  Ant and Shannon both attacked the basket early to keep the Juggs within 1 throughout the first half.  The aggressive Shannon got into foul trouble early and was replaced by the intense Patrick with Ant moving to point.  Shannon returned to close out the half on a good run.  The Cap’n who missed two otherwise perfectly executed point blank range hookshots which fell off the front of the rim, finally woke up and executed some power moves on the offside dumpoff from the Juggs streaking guards.  Dreiser’s attempt at driving to the hole ended in a charge.  Dreiser has relaid claim to the moniker Sir Charge-a-lot now that Crazy Ed has moved to Nashville for his Vanderbilt MBA.

The Juggs played stellar defense in their 2-3 at times with the strong front court of the Cap’n, Justin and Dreiser pulling down rebounds, Justin and Dreiser stealing the ball in the paint, Justin smacking away passes, Justin and Dreiser blocking shots, Patrick, Ant and Shannon stealing balls on the perimeter and the Cap’n generally clogging up the lane and taking a charge.  Dreiser employed a double forearm smash moving pick to

maneuver his defender around the court followed by a hands in the air exculpatory I didn’t do anything motion.  In retaliation his opponent kept poking him in the belly.  The Juggs’ weak spots were defending the three pointer (giving up 7 or 8 in the game) and allowing overloads in the post.  The Juggs adjusted with a matchup zone and shut down scoring in the second half.  Wrangler countered with a mix of zone and man to man.  With seconds to go before the halftime buzzer, Shannon drove and bounced the rock off the Cap’n’s JuggerNUTS.  The Cap’n recovered and put in the layup for a 19 – 18 lead.  The Juggs gave up a running jumper in the lane with 2 seconds to go to trail 19 – 20 at half.

The game was nip and tuck in the second half as Shannon spurred the offense on breakaways with Ant and hit from three.  The Blond Bomber for Wrangler kept hitting threes from NBA range.  Justin hit a banked jumper. The Juggs tied the game at 29 before Shannon elevated the Juggs to 33-29.  Another Blond Bomber three pulled Wrangler to within 1.  A Shannon assist and an inside hook move by the Cap’n stretched the lead to 35 – 32.  The Juggs led 38 – 36 when the scorer’s table couldn’t decide if they had the score right or not.  After much discussion and Jugg lobbying the score was certified by the official.  Shannon admitted to the Cap’n that he was open on their pick and rolls, but feared lobbing the ball into the middle in a close game.  The Cap’n conferenced with Shannon and Ant who assured him they could kill the remaining 1:29 on the clock for the win.  They did a superb job aided by the Cap’n calling a timeout with Shannon hugging the ball on the floor, Ant tying up the ball with the possession arrow pointing to the Juggs and Ant icing 1 and 1 freethrows.  Thankfully, Wrangler went 0 – 8 from the freethrow line on the night missing critical freebies down the stretch.  With the Juggs leading by four with 33 seconds remaining, Wrangler employed the full court press which the Juggs dissected beautifully.  Shannon hit Justin who passed to a streaking Cap’n who was all alone for a bunny layup to stretch the lead to an insurmountable 6 points.  Alas, the Cap’n was the victim of the most embarrassing play in sports, missing a wide open layup with no one defending.  The Juggs held on late thanks to a couple of Wrangler freethrow bricks following the Cap’n’s sole foul, stellar perimeter defense and Shannon sinking his freethrow tries for a final score of  42 – 36, Juggs.

Deane Hill lived up to its reputation as a kinder, gentler place to play, a security guard free, middle-age folks retirement gym.  This is not to say that there was not some hard, but clean whacking going on.  The Cap’n is trying to schedule an appointment for what appears to be a punctured ear drum from a forearm smash to the ear during a layup.  The Cap’n missed the ensuing freethrows followed by Dreiser rebounding the Cap’n’s miss and missing his freethrows.  Ant and Shannon were both perfect from the line.


“That sorry bastard.  Asking me to play and then sitting my immensely talented ass on the bench.  Fornicate him!”  were the telepathic brainwaves the Cap’n received from Patrick who played sparingly in the second half and Jared Martin who didn’t play at all after the Cap’n overrode Justin’s offer for him to play with 6 minutes remaining in the game.  The Juggs were in a flow that the Cap’n didn’t want to disturb.  The only thing not flowing was oxygen into the Cap’n’s lungs after playing iron man ball to capitalize on the Juggs’ size advantage.  To make amends and assure that injured reserve Cap’n’s wife is not forced into action, the Cap’n has made the unprecedented move of naming Patrick and Jared as starters for next week’s game at 6:00 p.m v. Bye.

H:  19 – 20 Wranglers

F:  42 – 36 Juggs

Rec:  1 – 0

STATS:  Shannon Wiener - 15 or 13 points, 4/4 fts, 3 ptr; Anthony Martin – 13 pts, 2/2 fts, 3 ptr; Cap’n – 10 pts, 0/2 fts; Justin – 4 pts; Dreiser – 2 or 0 pts, 0/2 fts; Patrick – 0 pts; Jared – DNP coach’s decision; Krisite (IR) - 47 successful cheers) (These stats are unofficial as the Juggs were not wearing numbers and the scorekeepers were clueless as to who to award points.  According to the scorekeepers, the Cap’n hit a three pointer, Blake who wasn’t in town scored 6 points and Jared scored 4.  I encourage the Juggs to inform me of any corrections to be made in the stats.)  

NOTE:  Dreiser questioned why the opponents always refer to him as a “big man.”  He’s starting to get a complex.  However, it may have been meant as a compliment as Dreiser was wearing form hugging short shorts.  

Game 2 v. Bye
Bye Bye Now.


Suck it Leitner Williams law firm and your band of cheatin’ ass cronies.  It’s a Jugg Nation and you’re just gettin’ your ass beaten in it.  First, the name of your team “bye” should be illegal as it is a pathetic attempt to confuse teams into thinking that they have a week off, a bye.  Second, you are sneaky, cheap shotting bastards.  Here are some examples:  #23 holding the Cap’n’s jersey from behind on every play because you couldn’t legally stop the Cap’n from going to the basket and scoring, the whole team undercutting rebounders, #16 punching Ant in the spine with 23 seconds left causing Ant to stumble and twist his ankle.  Suck it.  


As the Cap’n promised, Jared Martin and Patrick Veals were in the starting lineup as were the Cap’n, John Dreiser and Anthony Martin.  Ant was surprised when the Cap’n assigned him tipoff duties.  The taller Bye player was surprised when Ant won the tip directing the ball to Dreiser.  Dreiser, who was supposed to enter the game as a power forward, naturally assumed the point guard duties at that point.  Dreiser is really the backbone of the team.  He can handle the duties of every position on the floor providing stability at any position.  He’s also equally good at not scoring from every position.  Now that the Juggs are on a one game a week schedule, Dreiser will be providing some well needed consistency from week to week.  The Assassin was chagrinned at having to give up his starting spot to a newbie.  The Assassin was so out of sorts that his game did not recover until the second half.


Dreiser kicked the ball to the Cap’n who put 3 moves and took 18 steps to fake out the Bye big man, #23, and draw first blood on a layup.  The Cap’n worked on the big man inside for 6 of the Juggs first 7 points.  Dreiser and the Cap’n have perfected the inbounds handoff under the basket during which the Cap’n comes underneath the basket and flips the ball behind his head for the score.  Ant scored a freethrow and added a three pointer to get the Juggs their biggest lead of the game at 15 – 6.  The Assassin and Justin subbed five minutes into the game after sterling defensive performances by Jared and Patrick.  The Juggs came up with several steals.  Bye was wounded, but not out due to a strong comeback mounted by #23, who the Cap’n bodied up and limited to turnaround jumpers in the lane, the driving point guard #16 and squirrely opportunist on the overload in the post, #3.  Juggs led at halftime 15 – 12.  


The Juggs played a 2-3 defense while Bye switched between 2-3 and man defenses.  The Cap’n’s inbounds pass was deflected leading to Bye taking its first lead at 19 – 18 capping a 13 – 3 run by Bye.  The Assassin came to life hitting a three pointer as the Juggs engaged in a see-saw scoring battle.  Ant drove to the hole for scores.  The Cap’n banked in a runner from the side.  Patrick drained a 14 footer off an assist from the Assassin.  Justin hit a bank shot from the block off an assist from Patrick.  Patrick made another assist to Ant for three points.


The Deane Hill gym has one of the more cramped scorer’s table setups in town eschewing the bleachers for a table 3 inches off the court on the opposite side. Bye ran the Assassin into the scorer’s table.  The Assassin suffered hairline fractures to the elbow but remained in the game.  The Assassin exclaimed in a whisper, “son of a bitch.”  Bye tried to hold the refs to their promise to tech the first person who they “heard” curse.  The Cap’n pointed out that the refs obviously didn’t “hear” it (you cheap shotting, table running into bastages).  


With the Juggs down 25-27, the Cap’n scored inside over #23 to tie the game at 27.  The teams again tied at 29 after a drive by Ant.  With less than 2 minutes to go, the Juggs spread the floor and Dreiser drove the ball from the corner to power in a layup for the go ahead score at 31-29.  Dreiser scores when it matters.  Justin rebounded a long three and kicked it down the floor to a streaking Assassin who gave the Juggs a 4 point cushion at 33 – 29.  Bye stayed in the game with a 3 pointer to close the gap at 33 – 32.  The Cap’n became manic with his timeouts (this season the Cap’n has saved the bulk of the timeouts for late in the game) ensuring that the Juggs didn’t lose the ball during the slightest sign of trouble.  With 23 seconds left, Ant was punched in the spine by sportsmanship challenged #16 sending Ant to the floor with a twisted ankle.  Ant kept his cool.  The Juggs inserted Ant’s younger clone Jared to close the game.  Justin got the inbounds pass with 19 seconds to go leading to the Cap’n calling the last timeout to avoid a Justin misstep or freethrow trip.  The Juggs then got the ball to their automatic freethrow shooter, the Assassin.  The Assassin iced both ends of the 1 and 1 giving the Juggs a 3 point lead at 35 – 32.  The Juggs went man for the final 13 seconds leading to a 30 foot heave by #16 which was rebounded by Jared to secure the win.  As is customary, the Cap’n screamed “GAME!” at the top of his lungs to ensure that everyone knew who the winners were. 


Ant gets the game ball for game 2 by keeping his emotions in check.  The Cap’n called two timeouts to keep Ant’s fiery rage under wraps.  #16 was cheap shotting Ant throughout the game, but Ant kept his cool (barely, after declaring he was about to come up swinging) and avoided the 2 year fighting suspension after some sage advice from the Cap’n.  The old Cap’n would have gotten into a one on one battle with #23 leading to double fouls, double technicals, likely ejections and a probable Jugg loss, but the Juggs took the high road and persevered.  Well, except for the Assassin who skillfully antagonized #16 to shoot and miss even more.  The Juggs were actually getting several favorable calls of Bye travelling and charging due to the Juggs establishing good defensive position.  Bye was also called for offensive fouls for undercutting the rebounders.  

Although he managed the point well, Dreiser once again showed that he can’t drive and dish without charging.  At least his family was there to cheer him on (but apparently not to actually watch the game as Heather Dreiser didn’t see her hubby’s clutch late bucket).  The Assassin’s family also came to support.  The Juggs have 3 weeks off before facing the 2 time champs the K-Town Bombers on January 7 at 6:00 p.m.  The Juggs are looking forward to the debuts of “Psycho B” Blake Littleton and “Backflip” Barry James. 

H:  15-12 Juggs

F:  35-32 Juggs

Rec:  2-0

STATS:  Cap’n – 11pts, 1/2 fts; Anthony Martin– 11 or 9 pts, 1/2 fts, (2) 3ptrs; Assassin – 9 or 7 pts, 2/2 fts, 3ptr; Dreiser – 2pts; Justin – 2pts; Patrick – 2pts; Jared – 0 pts.  

(A mystery 2 points goes to Ant or the Assassin.  I’ll leave it up to them to tell the Cap’n if they both scored 9 or Ant won the scoring battle at 11 to 7.  The Cap’n is sure they’ll both be gracious and accurate by telling him that they each scored 23).

(Correction on last week’s stats:  Shannon – 15 pts; Dreiser – 0).

New From Around the League:

The Juggs are sitting alone atop the standings at Deane Hill as the only undefeated team thanks to a Herculean effort by the attorney laden Aqua (a.k.a the Cain Mutiny) who defeated two time league champs the K-Town Bombers.  The former best big man of the City League, the Big Fundamental Rick Johnson, and the rest of his Bombers have gotten even bigger over the last few years adding at least 20 – 30 pounds each in an apparent attempt to store fat for the winter.  Hitting your 30’s is a bitch, eh, Champs?  The Bombers were back after splitting up into the Bombers and K-Town Bangers in 2004, then taking a 2 year hiatus before recombining and relocating from Cecil Webb to Deane Hill this year.  Aqua organizer Chris Cain put the line at 35 points favoring the Bombers at tipoff.  However, the Bombers found themselves in hot Aqua as Aqua’s new tall, swarthy point guard hit 3s and controlled the tempo.  Cain added an early 3.  The whole Aqua crew was playing out of their minds almost hitting their Week 1 point total by halftime down 2 at 17 - 19.  Aqua’s defense was sketchy as they gave up 14 early uncontested points to the Big Fundamental on layups and snowbirds.  The second half saw the Bombers take a 9 point lead with 9 minutes to play.  Aqua battled back to within 4 when guard, Pilates teacher and the Cap’n’s former college director and acting partner, Jay Apking, was fouled on a 3 and made all 3 freethrows.  Aqua forced overtime in which no one scored until on an inbounds Cain heaved the ball the length of the court for Jay to launch a Christian Laettner type prayer.  Jay was fouled with 0:00 on the clock.  Jay sank the first shot to bring home the overtime win at 37-36 and put Aqua back into title contention.  

The Juggs must have inspired Aqua by beating Bye who had thoroughly humiliated Aqua the week before.  The Wranglers managed 56 points this week after falling to the Juggs in Week 1.

Ramblings:

The Cap’n is a 2nd generation disciple of the Leitner Williams way.  The Cap’n’s first boss left Leitner with a large chunk of clients and files under the cover of night after pulling a hat trick of sexual harassment claims filed by subordinates.  The Cap’n was later hired by this fine upstanding man and schooled in the Leitner time honored tradition of “value” billing.

Game 3 v. K-Town Bombers (2 time champs)

Battle of the Bigs or “Ant”icipation


Last night’s contest featured beefed up line ups for both teams with the Juggs’ debut of Blake Littleton, Tim Mank and Barry James in addition to the existing front line of the Cap’n and Justin.  The 2 time champs the K-Town Bombers beefed up the old fashioned way by eating like f’n pigs for 6 years since their last championship.  The Bombers starting lineup consisted of the Big Fundamental #13 (the former best big man in the league), Big #20 and the 285 pound Behemoth #3 as well as one half of the guard twins, solid 3 guard #8 and our old pal #2 Stinky coming off the bench.  Rounding out the Jugg line up were the Assassin, Shannon, Patrick, Jared and injured reserve Anthony who suffered a bruised right knee, a twisted left knee, a partial left calf tear and a partial left Achilles tear after being punched in the spine during the final seconds of Game 2 v. Bye. With a month of intense rehab behind him, Ant should be back in the starting line up next week.  Dreiser stayed at home this week due to being in the middle of a two day trial.


The Juggs started the Cap’n, the Assassin, Justin, Shannon and Blake.  Blake easily controlled the tip putting it right into the hands of the Cap’n.  Blake followed up a few seconds later with a 3 pointer to open the game.  Blake scored the first 6 Jugg points adding a jumper in the lane and a free throw.  Barry followed with a driving layup.  On the first offensive possession for the Bombers, the Cap’n took a charge from the Big Fundamental resulting in an elbow driven into the Cap’n nose.  Alas, the charge was negated by a touch foul called on Justin.  This was the first of two in vain charges taken by the Cap’n.  


Shannon handled point guard duties very well.  With Dreiser out, the Juggs rode Shannon like a rented mule.  Blake wasn’t given much of a rest either as the Juggs marveled at his power drives capped off by text book reverse layups.  The Cap’n and Justin gave way to T-Mank and Barry at the 10:00 minute mark.  The Juggs early lead evaporated as the Bombers exploited the Juggs 2-3 defense with 3 pointers and long jump shots.  Leading 11-10, the Juggs called timeout to change to man to man defense.  The Assassin took a brief rest to get Jared in the game.  Jared (in the classic “Steamrolling Juggernauts” logo jersey) made the most of his time by stealing the ball and scoring the first 2 points of his Jugg career.  Blake, Barry, and the Assassin raced down the floor for scores.  The Cap’n rebounded Blake’s missed free throw on the opposite side of the lane for a score.  Justin made the play of the game by eliciting a “GD” from #20.  The Assassin iced both free throws and followed up with a 3 pointer.  The Juggs kept up the pressure to take a 25-14 lead before a Bombers three pointer just before the half closed the gap to 25-17.


Patrick started the second half and gave his ever present hustle.  Barry took over some of the ball handling duties and made some good transition drives to score.  Blake and the Assassin raced down the court for easy layups.  The Juggs dove all over the floor, out of bounds and into the bleachers for steals.  Justin inspired Stinky to erupt with the second “GD” of the night (no tech called) followed by Stinky rocketing the dead ball into Justin’s chest at point blank range (tech called).  The Assassin hit one of the tech free throws.  The Juggs raced out to a 37-22 lead, but the Bombers are scrappy.  The Bombers made a 13-5 run to close within 42-35 after a barrage of 3 pointers and missed assignments by the Juggs.  


The Cap’n lost his cool momentarily with under 2:00 to go when the Juggs missed their defensive assignments for the third time in a row.  The Cap’n screamed for a time out and screamed at Justin for not knowing who he was guarding.  For future reference, the Cap’n means no disrespect when calling out a teammate.  The Cap’n simply has rage issues and he talks loudly.  The rage subsides in about 5 seconds so there is no reason to call out the Cap’n for calling out a teammate because that simply prolongs and redirects the rage.  However, the Assassin felt it necessary to call out the Cap’n for calling out Justin.  The real irony is the Assassin stepping up to Justin’s defense as these two have had issues in the past.  The Cap’n is elated that his rage could bring two of his teammates closer together.  Although the Assassin was correct that the Cap’n was also angry about losing the ball after a rebound and subsequently fouling, the rage had started prior to the rebound.  Then the Cap’n informed the Assassin that he was the Cap’n and to shut up.  The Assassin told the Cap’n that he couldn’t tell him to shut up, to which the Cap’n replied that the Assassin had just told the Cap’n to shut up.  Hands were slapped, kiss, kiss, everyone figured out who their man was on defense.  Then Justin offered both the Cap’n and the Assassin tickets to the UT v. Gonzaga game.  Both declined as they explained that their home life would be less than peachy if they sent their wives home with 2 kids to feed and get in the bed followed up by house chores while the manly men kicked it at Thompson-Boling Arena until midnight.  The real reason for the Cap’n’s rage was that the Juggs have lost to the Bombers and their off-shoot the K-Town Bangers umpteen times since entering the league in 2001 and the Cap’n couldn’t bear to see a rare win slip away.


The Juggs did a masterful job of playing keep away the last minute and thirty seconds and finished the Bombers off 45-35.  With 12 seconds to go, the Cap’n called in Justin who had his warm up pants around his knees to substitute.  A sigh of disgust arose from Ant who was desperate to get into the game.  On the next dead ball with :02 on the clock, the Cap’n sent Ant bounding into the game to test the leg.  Alas, the refs called the game with the Bombers conceding and Ant was never officially in the game.  On the bright side, his per game scoring average was not affected.


Blake was easily the player of the game with his dominating all around performance.  Blake shut down the Big Fundamental except for one awesome circus shot.  The Cap’n and Justin were thankful for the inside help from T-Mank and Blake.  The Cap’n was exhausted after bodying up with the Behemoth most of the game.  The Cap’n did not get a chance to unleash many of his moves and did not really need to with the other talented Juggs on the floor.  The Bombers are savvy to the Cap’n’s bag o’ tricks.  The Cap’n got some respect from the Bombers who called out on defensive assignments, “You’ve got ‘the Move’,” a nickname the Cap’n picked up in 2003 when he won a game against the Kings on a 4 point play at the buzzer after scoring on the same fake inside, spin into the lane jumper 7 times in a row with the Bombers watching in the stands (the Cap’n inserts that story and the blood stained wife beater t-shirt story every chance he gets).


The Juggs did a good job at rattling the Bombers by forcing the Big Fundamental to throw the ball away and get a late pass smacked by the Cap’n into the wall during a rare leaping moment, by Twin Guard clanking driving layups and all the Bombers’ “GDs” and lost tempers.  The Juggs did a good job boxing out on free throws and rebounding in general.  Patrick and Jared made valiant efforts at guarding players in the post to which they were giving up 80 to 100 pounds.  The Juggs should have scored 10 to 16 more points off their own rimmed out layups (put it in the bucket, Cap’n).


To make next week’s game against Aqua, helmed by former Jugg and attorney Chris Cain, even more exciting the Juggs are going to platoon their squads sending in 5 new bodies at 5 minute, 5 minute, 3 minute and 3 minute intervals to ensure that each player get 8 minutes of playing time in the first half due to the 9 – 11 man rosters the Juggs will have some games.  In the event of a blowout, the Cap’n even agrees to give up some of his playing time in the second half.  The squads will be split up into the old guys and the young guys for the first half.  Then, the Juggs will reassess and mix it up for the second half.  With the numbers advantage, the Juggs will play man defense and run full speed the whole game.  In case you thought the Cap’n wasn’t running full speed on the offensive end on breakaways, the Cap’n knew of the Bombers proclivities for “snow bird” passes and stayed back to prevent the easy bucket (and to rest).  


It was picture night for the Juggs, who lined up 10 smiling winners for the official 2008-2009 photo.  Once again, Dreiser was not pictured.  There’s always next week or photo shop.

H:  25-17

F:  45-35

Rec:  3-0

STATS:  (These stats are far from official.  Barry, Shannon and Blake let me know how much you think you guys actually scored because the scorekeepers are having a hard time keeping track.  I think the other scores are correct.)  Blake Littleton – 19 pts, 4/7 fts, 3 ptr; Assassin – 8 pts, 3/6 fts, 3 ptr (I also don’t believe Assassin missed 3 fts); Barry – 8 pts; Cap’n – 6 pts; T-Mank – 2 pts; Jared – 2 pts; Justin – 0 pts; Patrick – 0 pts; Shannon – 0 pts (difficult to believe); Ant (IR).

Game 4 v. Aqua

Red-headed Stepchild or The Numbers Game


The last time the Juggs and Aqua met was an advertisement for a Mexican water bra in the latino edition of Victoria’s Secret.  In Wednesday’s matchup, the Juggs beat the ever lovin’ dog piss out of their old buddies from Aqua.  The Juggs played ten players all of whom scored.  With such a hefty roster, the Juggs played in platoons.  The first platoon was “the old guys” consisting of Jugg veterans the Cap’n, the Assassin, Dreiser, Justin and Ant.  The second platoon “the young guys” consisted of Blake, T-Mank, Shannon, Barry and Jared.


The Cap’n gave up tip-off duties to Dreiser to take advantage of his freakishly long fingers.  Dreiser turned the duties over to Justin who lost the tip to big #44.  Knowing that they had young backup ready to replace them in 5 minutes, the old guys went full speed.  The Assassin drained his first two 3 pointers.  The Cap’n gave up a put back in the lane and a 3 pointer to #44 resulting in a 6 – 5 Jugg lead.  The Cap’n answered with a hook shot followed by Ant pouring in the first of 4 long jumpers (two 3’s and two foot on the line 2’s) in the first half.  The Assassin hit 3 of his first 4 three pointers.  The Cap’n waived off the subs as Dreiser hit him with an inbounds handoff under the goal for the automatic 2 off the hook shot.  The Cap’n called timeout for the young un’s to enter with a 13 – 6 lead.  


The young guys missed some shots and were outrebounded early but refused to let Aqua take advantage of any players streaking down the court.  The long armed young guys knocked down and stole every pass not allowing Aqua to advance the ball past their own hash mark.  Inspired by the Assassin and Ant’s prowess with the long ball, the young guys offense was anemic for a while as everyone stood around the 3 point line trying to make a shot.  The old guys applied their liniments on the bench and reentered the game to show the young whipper snappers how it’s done.  The Cap’n put a full court, pinpoint baseball pass in the Assassin’s hands for the easy bucket.  The Assassin and Ant continued their assault resulting in one of the most prolific halves in modern Jugg history with the Juggs leading 39 – 7 at halftime.  The Cap’n missed a running 3 to end the half.


T-Mank and Justin played so hard in the first half that they picked up 3 fouls each.  Blake forsook the 3 point line and decided to take advantage of the trash buckets coming his way late in the first half.  Dreiser dominated the boards and took it to the hole strong.  The Assassin had three assists in the first half which may have matched his season total.  Shannon, Barry and Jared were blurs of frenetic activity.  Mank put in two rebounded power shots.  Barry made a nice drive to the bucket flip back behind his head for the score.


The new guys took the floor to start the second half.  The Juggs offense was not quite so prolific the second half.  The Juggs only outscored Aqua 19 – 17 in the second half.  Blake and Dreiser continued to dominate in the paint.  The Juggs eased up on defense a little allowing the Aqua team owner to get a 3 pointer.  Although Aqua was getting a little hot under the jersey, cooler heads prevailed and there were no real incidents.  Former Jugg Chris Cain, big #44 and Jay Apking made an admirable attempt at putting together a competitive second half but major damage had been done early.  Being so far ahead, the Juggs ceased getting calls in the second half starting with Blake getting bear hugged by #44 at half court resulting in a “steal” and bucket for Aqua.  The Assassin hit the Cap’n for a three point play.  Ant got a three point play.  The Cap’n tipped in a late bucket.


It was a numbers game tonight.  The Juggs did not have to conserve any energy and played man to man defense and tore down the court on offense.  It’s difficult to say what defense Aqua was playing as the Juggs rarely gave them time to set up.  In a surprising turn of events, the old guys actually outscored the young guys 41-18.  This was probably due to the Juggs being fired up to play an old teammate and giving the young guys such a big lead that they felt comfortable playing horse at the 3 point line.


The Juggs will have tougher games.  Everyone played about half of the game with most of the Juggs hitting or exceeding their career averages in the limited playing time.  Dreiser and the Assassin got antsy on the bench and subbed sooner than was planned to mix up the young guys and old guys.  Next week, Blake will anchor a starting mix of old and young while the Cap’n heads up the second unit.  The mass substitution strategy makes it easier for the Cap’n to ensure none of the Juggs’ capable players are left out.  But make no mistake, the Cap’n will bench anyone’s ass, including his own come tournament time to have the best team for the situation.


Ant’s leg problems were obviously not a problem tonight.  Justin got some sweet revenge as he arrived on Aqua at the time of their downward spiral last year.  The Aqua downturn had more to do with Myriah Cain’s season ending knee injury and Michael Cabbage’s tall, swarthy cousin point guard having to return to school.  Cousin point guard, who helped Aqua engineer the K-Town Bomber’s demise this year, has also returned to college this year.  Juggs won 58-24.  The Juggs fell short of their pre-game goal of 60, but will strive to achieve the mark next week.

H:  39 – 7

F:  58 – 24

Rec:  4 – 0

STATS:  Anthony Martin – 14 pts, 2/3 fts, (2) 3 ptrs; Assassin – 11 pts, (3) 3 ptrs; Cap’n – 9 pts, 1/1 fts; Blake - 6 pts, 0/3 fts; Dreiser – 5pts, 1/2 fts; T-Mank – 4 pts, 0/2 fts; Barry – 4 pts; Jared – 2 pts, 0/1 fts; Justin – 2 pts; Shannon – 2 pts.

The young guys need some extra work at the freethrow line after going 0 for 6.  The old guys were 4 for 6.  The scores actually add up to 59 points, but they are the “official” points recorded in the scorer’s book.

Game 5 v. Winless

Drown Your Sorrows in a Loaded Sweet Potato.


The triumvirate of the Cap’n, the Assassin and Justin sat at the bar of the Texas Roadhouse contemplating what went wrong just minutes before.  The Cap’n drowned his sorrows in a loaded sweet potato of defeat complete with cinnamon butter, brown sugar, caramel and toasted marshmallows well worth the ninety-nine cent upcharge.  The consensus was that although the Juggs’ offense was serviceable their defense was for sh*t.  The Juggs had previously allowed no more than 35 points in a contest this year but suffered an ignominious defeat this night 52 to 58 allowing 34 points in the second half.


Justin started out like a house of fire with two identical no look bank shots in the post sandwiching a three by the Assassin for a 7 – 2 lead by the Juggs.  The Juggs started T-Mank who lost the tip to bald, 6’5” monster fat guy #44, the Assassin, Ant, Shannon and Justin.  The Cap’n headed the second unit of Barry, Jared and Patrick.  Missing this night was a good chunk of the Juggs’ rebounding and post presence in Blake and Dreiser.  Dreiser turns into a pumpkin if he attends games later than 7 p.m while Blake no showed to attend a jazz class.  


The Juggs started out in man defense and switched possibly a little late to the 2-3 in the second half.  It didn’t really matter what defense the Juggs ran as they totally blew coverage on #80 who torched the Juggs for 6 three pointers and 23 points.  Winless’ first lead came at 12 – 11.  The Juggs tied the match at 13 before succumbing to a growing lead off Winless three pointers.  Ant played well to start the game accounting for a three pointer and 5 points.  Then, the Cap’n laid the hammer down on him.  Ant had just been taken off the dribble by his man to the hole for a layup.  The next play his player had gotten the jump on him again on a fast break prompting the Cap’n to cut him off.  Unfortunately, Ant hit the after burner and dove between the Cap’n and the opponent and bounced off the Cap’n’s impervious body into the opposing player reinjuring Ant’s knee.  The Cap’n successfully lobbied against the foul called against him as he never physically touched the opposing player.  The foul was tacked against Ant, the lame player who had to sit on the bench anyway after being escorted by the make shift crutches of the Cap’n and Justin.  The Juggs battled back to a 23 – 24 halftime deficit.  


Ant claimed to be 120% for the second half.  Ant’s heart is at 170% while his leg is actually at about 70% for defensive purposes hence the average of 120%.   Shannon had his best game at point guard for the season.  He hit three pointers and dished for some nice assists in the paint.  The Juggs needed to penetrate the lane more which was gummed up by a tight 2-3 zone.  The Assassin put on a shooting clinic of his own with 4 three pointers and the Juggs first 20 point game of the season.  Shannon drove and dumped a couple of excellent passes to T-Mank in the post for a couple of scores.  Shannon dumped another beautiful pass to the Cap’n who was just too slow to catch up to it.  The Cap’n had a decent first half scoring 6 points off a jumper, a crafty hook shot after picking the ball up off the floor because he fumbled it and 2 freethrows.  The Cap’n sucked in the second half and was held scoreless missing multiple wide open shots in the post and 2 clutch freethrows.  The Cap’n blames his declining conditioning and lack of gym time as the Cap’n could not find the handle on several would be assists.  


Justin played hard and would have played more if not for his early foul trouble.  His foul trouble was prompted by the fact that he and the Cap’n who played opposite each other most of the night were the sole rebounders in the lane on several possessions.  T-Mank, who is a 6’3” natural at the 2 and 3 positions needed to play inside more with the absence of Blake and Dreiser.  To T-Mank’s credit, he did rip down most of the late missed freethrows to keep the Juggs in the game as the Cap’n kept the monstrosity #44 out of the lane.  Post defense was horrendous at times as the Cap'n would step up to cut off the ballhandler charging into the lane only to find that no one had bothered to defend the easy dump pass on the block for uncontested scores.

The Juggs found themselves on the wrong side of a 12 point lead midway through the second half.  The Juggs instituted an effective 2-3 zone too late as Winless simply pulled the ball out and stalled with 5:30 to go.  The Juggs returned to man to man.  The Juggs started fouling and took advantage of their opponents’ brick laying freethrow shooters who screwed up several 1 and 1 opportunities.  The Juggs cut the deficit to 3 points off three pointers by the Assassin and Shannon, a driving reverse layup by Barry and Shannon dumping to T-Mank in the post.  Down 49 – 54, the Assassin was fouled on a 3 point shot with under 1:00 to play.  The Assassin knocked down 2 of 3 to put the Juggs within a 3 pointer of the tie at 54-51.  Then the hot butter defense of the Juggs resurfaced as #80 went coast to coast driving past two Jugg defenders in the lane (the last of which was T-Mank) for the layup and a 5 point lead.  The Juggs could not recover and lost 58 – 52 shortly after the Cap’n fouled out.  The lackadaisical performance by the Juggs will be avenged during the last game of the season as the Juggs rematch with Winless for a game which may determine the conference championship.


With a rotation of so many players someone always gets screwed and tonight it was Patrick and Jared.  Once again, to show the Cap’n’s appreciation of their service to the collective, the Cap’n designates Patrick and Jared as starters against the truly winless team of Coulter & Justus next Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

Despite the defeat, the Cap’n found laughter again when he went home and watched the Season 3, Volume 1 DVD of the 1960’s classic “Lost in Space”, Episode 15, “The Anti-Matter Man” featuring patriarch Professor John Robinson captured by his evil anti-matter duplicate.  Evil twin shows are a must and the greatest storyline of the science fiction genre.  Think of Bizarro Superman, Hasselhoff and Kit’s evil twins on Knight Rider and the Star Trek mirror universe with Spock with the goatee.  Lost in Space had an evil twin or robot duplicate of one or more of the cast members show up every other week and is thus one of the greatest shows ever created.  What made the Cap’n laugh was when the real John Robinson told effeminate and evil Dr. Zachary Smith to go in the kitchen and “toss a salad or something.”  Oh, the pain.  The pain. 

To the fans and everybody in Jugg Nation, the Cap’n is sorry.  The Juggs were hoping for an undefeated season, something that’s never been done in Jugg history expect for the hallowed 3 on 3 summer league team of Dream Team Jew.  But some good will come out of this.  You have never seen anybody in the entire country play harder than the Cap’n will play the rest of the season.  You have never seen anybody push his team to win harder than the Cap’n will the rest of the season.  You have never seen a team play harder than the Juggs will play the rest of the season.  God bless. 

H:  24-23 Winless

F:  58-52 Winless

Rec:  4-1

Stats:  Assassin – 20 pts, (4) 3 ptrs, 2/3 fts; Shannon Wiener – 11 pts, (2) 3 ptrs, 3/7 fts; Cap’n – 6 pts, 2/4 fts; Ant – 5 pts, 3ptr; T-Mank – 4 pts; Justin – 4 pts; Barry – 2 pts; Jared – 0 pts; Patrick – 0 pts.

Game 6 v. Coulter & Justus

The Machine


You cannot stop the Juggernaut.  The Juggs came into the contest with a chip on their shoulders.  The Juggs were coming off a loss to Winless and boy were they pissed.  The Juggs took out their frustrations on the financial wizards of Coulter & Justus (hereinafter C & J) by giving them the worst ass beating ever doled out by the Juggs in Knoxville.  The Juggs set a new Jugg team record for most points in a 32 minute game.


Blake, the Assassin, Shannon and the dynamic brother duo of Ant and Jared lined up for the opening tip which was easily controlled by Blake against a taller, much fatter #44.  The Cap’n, Barry and T-Mank headed up the second unit.  Patrick, happy that he is now gainfully employed, was not happy that his employment kept him from attending and starting this night.  Justin lured Dreiser away with candy and a ticket to the UT v. LSU game.  


The Jugg defense dominated the first half.  The Juggs lined up in a 2-3 zone with Blake in the middle.  Blake broke up nearly every shot, pass or would be assist in the lane.  The Cap’n even relinquished his normal center spot to Blake upon the Assassin’s suggestion and played defense on the wing.  The Juggs had numerous steals leading to fast breaks.  The Juggs didn’t even start guarding their men until they were about 4 feet from the three point line, so the Juggs didn’t lose sportsmanship points by full court pressing.  One day, the Juggs should actually try a full court press.


The Juggs offense was a marvel to behold.  It wasn’t so much an offense as it was Blake and the Cap’n taking turns rebounding and heaving the ball the length of the court to a streaking Shannon or Ant or to a sneaking Assassin.  Throughout the whole game, C & J never adjusted to keep a man back on defense.  Jared sparked the Juggs drives on the first few possessions streaking down the court.  However, Jared needed some berating from his brother before he finally decided to shoot.  The berating came after Jared passed up a wide open three to plunk the ball off the back of Ant’s head in the post resulting in the ball going out of bounds.  Other than that early misstep, the Juggs offense was a well oiled machine.  The ball didn’t seem to ever touch the floor as the Juggs stole the ball and made Harlem Globetrotter passes for reverse layups resulting in three point plays to accompany their traditional three pointers.  The Assassin made C & J pay from the three point line on the rare occasion that C & J actually was able to set up their 2-3 or man defenses.  Ant did his damage from the inside tonight.  The Juggs sprinted to a halftime score of 48 – 9.  (48 points is also a record for the Juggs in one half).


Lord Humongous, #44, decided to dry hump the Cap’n in the post as the Cap’n put a move on him to the basket.  Humongo complained that the Cap’n was hooking him to which the Cap’n replied that he had just been sodomized.  Five seconds later Humongo was called for his third foul for body bang humping the Cap’n’s derriere away from the ball.  The Cap’n took advantage of his newly gained wisdom to pull the big guy out to the three point line allowing the rest of the Juggs a clear lane to the basket.  The Cap’n doesn’t bang when the Juggs are 30 points up.  Humongo apologized to the Cap’n in the second half.  The Cap’n declined his offer of a reach around.  Later, the Cap’n had a lung almost collapse and drew a charge after #3 shattered the Cap’n’s sternum with an atomic shoulder.  

Shannon found himself flat on his back after running head first into Humongo while driving into the lane.  Shannon also participated in a weird play in which he was credited with a layup and the ball was given back to the Juggs as Shannon was fouled as he came down from the shot.  The Cap’n received a foul for kicking a man while he was down.  Unlike Albert Haynesworth, the Cap’n simply punted the ball away on a scrambling fast break nipping a C & J player’s pinkie.  


Barry had a great start to the game scoring 4 points before succumbing to a recurring foot injury.  Hope you’re doing backflips again soon, Barry.  T-Mank ripped down several rebounds on the night.  He almost reached double digit rebounds on one possession as he missed from point blank range 4 times in a span of 3 seconds after corralling each of his misses.  The Cap’n and Blake made the most of their scoring opportunities which were few as their job was to grab the ball and kick it out for the fast break.  The Cap’n even stole the ball, led a couple of breaks and dished some assists.  Against taller players and multiple rebounders the Cap’n has begun tipping the ball to his teammates, so, Juggs, keep your heads up for some easy scoring opportunities.  


The Cap’n has become the Alonzo Mourning of the Juggs franchise backing up Blake posing as a young, mobile Shaq while Shannon is doing his Dwayne Wade impression.  Shannon scored 20 on the night.  The Juggs had 4 scorers in double figures.  The Cap’n, with 8, would have been the 5th in double figures if he had hit his three pointer that he announced to the world that he was going to take.


The Juggs eased up in the second half and only won the half 27 – 23.  On defense, the Juggs stopped taking charges.  The young guys of Blake, Shannon, Barry, T-Mank and Jared finally outscored the old guys of the Cap’n, the Assassin and Ant by a 1 point margin 38-37.  However, it took 5 young versus 3 old to accomplish the feat.  The Juggs have now run their points per game average to 51 versus giving up 36 points per game.  All Juggs scored.  The majority of the points given up on defense were to sharpshooting #13 who had 11 points with 3 three pointers but wasn’t so accurate when the Juggs moved him back to beyond NBA range and Humongo who had 13.


Next week’s victim, Ferguson Enterprises (4-2), stayed after their drubbing of the Cain Mutiny to scout the Juggs.  The only thing they learned was not to show up next week.  Hopefully they did not learn that the Juggs had a weak spot in their 2-3 defense which C & J could have capitalized on by quick ball reversal.  The Juggs often had the off-side bottom defender guarding two 3 point shooters on an overload situation.  Juggs, know where the shooters are next week.  


The Juggs held their victory celebration at the Texas Roadhouse with the Assassin, the Brothers Martin and the First Family of Juggdom consisting of the Cap’n, Kristie, Isabella and Alana.  The Cap’n savored his loaded sweet potato of victory.


Patrick will retain his starting position for next week if he isn’t called in to manage the Weigels convenience store and gas station.  The Brothers Martin are taking a Mecca to their home state of Indiana to visit the family next week.  The starting lineup next Wednesday will be Patrick, Blake, Assassin, Shannon and Dreiser.  The Cap’n will head the second unit of T-Mank, Justin and Barry if healthy.

H:  48-9

F:  75-32

Rec:  5-1

Stats:  Shannon Wiener – 20 pts, (2) 3ptrs; the Assassin – 16 pts, (4) 3ptrs; Anthony Martin – 13 pts, 3/3 fts; Blake Littleton – 10 pts, 2/3 fts; Cap’n – 8 pts; Barry – 4 pts; T-Mank – 2 pts; Jared – 2 pts.

Game 7 v. Ferguson Enterprises

Dreiser is Pissed (or “I’ve got a bad feeling about this.”)


The Juggernauts entered the night with a 5-1 record and Ferguson Enterprises and Winless nipping at their heels with 4-2 records.  All three teams are contending for the Deane Hill division title and the number four seed in the 32 team City tournament.  The Juggs got a gift while watching Coulter & Justus (C & J) take Winless into overtime in a low scoring affair.  C & J was the inept team that the Juggs trounced by 43 points last week.  Winless is the team that beat the Juggs 58 – 52.  C & J took the lead in overtime and secured the win when Winless was disqualified for getting their 3rd technical for saying “Goddangit.”  There was discussion if “Goddangit” was actually a curse word.  But if you’ve gotten teched for it twice, don’t say it again.  With C & J’s major upset, the Juggs needed only to beat Ferguson Enterprises to sew up the division title.  Enter the Assassin with George Lucas dialogue, “I’ve got a bad feeling about this.”


The Juggs started the Assassin, Dreiser, Blake, Shannon and Patrick.  Blake directed the opening tip to the Juggs.  The Assassin had a point shaved off his opening 3 pointer by conflicting ref calls.  Dreiser came out of the game two minutes into the contest with a busted lip.  The Cap’n entered.  The Juggs took an early lead.  Blake roamed the perimeter to start the game looking for a three pointer.  Blake then moved inside and scored buckets at will.  Blake just has to accept that no matter how good of a three point shooter he is that he is by far the best big man in the league and can score at will inside.  Plus, if he shoots outside, the Juggs often are left with limited rebounding inside.  The Cap’n should have had 6 points in the opening minutes, but had all of his beautiful inside shots rim out.  Barry and Justin entered the game as the second wave.  The Juggs play was not spectacular although not horrible.  The Enterprisers went on a small scoring binge before half before the Juggs closed to within 17 – 21.


The Cap’n had been battling a bad cold for a week and was happy that Blake was going to carry the load in the second half as the Cap’n had very little get up and go.  Alas, the Cap’n turned a whiter shade of pale when returning from a halftime water break the Cap’n noticed Blake with an ice pack on his foot claiming that he was done for the night.  The Juggs rolled on and kept the game close with the Enterprisers on Shannon’s drives and jumpers and the Assassin’s mid-range jumpers and dashes down the court.  The Cap’n pulled out the running one-hander from the freethrow lane over the Enterpriser’s center to Dreiser’s encouraging cheer of “No don’t . . . good shot!”  The Juggs made good defensive adjustments switching from a 2-3 zone, to a 3-2 zone to man to man as the situation dictated.  The teams were tied until Shannon made a key steal and put in a layup for the 30-28 advantage.


The Juggs were leading by 2 points with 3:00 remaining when one ref called a double foul on Dreiser and #1 while the other ref called a flagrant elbow on Dreiser and ejected him from the game.  After a 5 minute discussion, both calls stood.  Dreiser was pissed.  Dreiser used a synonym of excrement in 4 sentences within 20 seconds before the Cap’n had to cap his mouth with his hand and explain that if Dreiser persisted and got kicked out of the gym that he was gone for the tournament.  With Blake’s foot future uncertain, the Juggs’ tournament run would most likely be doomed as well.  “I’m tired of this [excrement]” Dreiser exclaimed.  “I’m not putting up with this [excrement]!”  “They do this [excrement] all the time!” “That’s why I hate playing in this league,” spewed Dreiser as the Juggs retook the court minus two of its best rebounders and starting players, the same key players who were missing in the Juggs’ first loss.  Dreiser stared a hole in the Cap’n waiting for the go ahead to berate the refs or for the Cap’n to throw a hissy and back him up.  As the Cap’n recalled from his blood stained face, hand and wife-beater t-shirt rage last year, no possible good could come of it.  The Cap’n agrees that this is not the greatest league in the world, but the Deane Hill league is the least objectionable the Cap’n’s been able to find in the last 10 years.  Dreiser disappeared into the cold, lonely night.


The Juggs benefitted in the short term from the impromptu rest period.  Shannon, who did not sit all night out of necessity, had enough energy to sprint down the court for another score while getting the intentional foul called on #10 to complete a three point play and retain ball possession.  With 2:00 to go, the Cap’n was called for a ticky tack foul against #10 on a rebound.  #10 simultaneously picked up a technical.  #10 and the Assassin traded 2 made freethrows each to give the Juggs a 37-33 lead.  The Juggs maintained a 4 point lead until the final minute.  As good as some of the Juggs had played during the game, they all played like total crap in the last two minutes and overtime, except for the Assassin who inexplicably never touched the ball.  Shannon was called for dribbling the ball for 5 seconds while being guarded.  Shannon missed 4 of his last 5 freethrows.  The Juggs screwed around and entered overtime tied 37-37.  


Barry lost the tip to open overtime.  The Enterprisers scored on a short jumper for the 39-37 lead.  Barry missed 5 freethrows in a row.  Barry threw a full court pass to the Assassin who was unfortunately only a cross court pass away.  Shannon lost the ball.  The Juggs didn’t even get off a legitimate shot during the overtime.  After a good defensive stand, Justin corralled a rebound and fired a pass past the Cap’n who wasn’t even looking.  The Cap’n was irate with Justin for not calming down and passing the ball to one of the three guards on the court instead of the Cap’n who never leads the break.  The possession led to a foul, Justin going to the bench with 5 fouls and a 37 – 40 deficit.  On the ensuing possession,  Barry kicked the ball to Patrick who threw it to the other team.  A few more inept plays later, the Juggs were unable to close the gap.  The Cap’n fouled out with 12 seconds left on a “phantom” foul.  The ref blew the whistle and then apologized because he thought the Cap’n was trying to foul, but didn’t foul.  But he let the call stand and sent the Cap’n to the bench with his 5th foul instead of correcting the mistake he just owned up to.  The Juggs gave up 12 unanswered points to close out regulation and overtime although they led with a minute to go up by 4 and the ball.


The reffing tonight was a grab bag of incompetence affecting both teams.  Brawls were legal throughout most of the game, whereas, touch fouls were whistled immediately.  On a key late rebound, the Cap’n was put in an arm bar and thrown to the floor without the ref giving a crap.  However, none of this excuses how crappy the Juggs played.  This was easily the Cap’n’s worst game of the year.  Shannon had a good game and was almost half the Jugg offense before having to be put on oxygen late in the game.  The Assassin had a decent game.  The Juggs would have won if Dreiser had stayed in the game.  The Juggs would have won by double digits if Blake had stayed in the game.  Justin had a mediocre game except for not looking at the basket when he shot and making a bonehead pass in OT.  Patrick played solid in the first half followed by 3 turnovers including a 3 second call in the second half and OT.  Barry played decent but needs to spend some time practicing freethrows.  Barry didn’t actually touch the rim in 5 free throw tries consisting of an air ball and four bricks off the left side of the backboard.  The Juggs missed the speed of Ant and Jared who were in Indiana and the size of T-Mank who was doing whatever the heck he was doing.


In the waning seconds of OT, Chris Cain of the Cain Mutiny proclaimed, “Another typical Juggernaut meltdown.”  F. U. Chris Cain.  You and your inferior team of losing ass losers.  Your team is never close enough in a game to choke (except for your team’s miracle lone victory on the year).  (This is just the ego bitchin’, kisses, Aqua).


The Juggs can secure second in the division by getting revenge on Winless next week.  A loss by Ferguson Enterprises to the 5-2 Wranglers would give the Juggs the title.  A loss by the Juggs would drop them to 3rd or 4th in the league which is not acceptable.  Expect to see the Cap’n back with a vengeance next week.  The Cap’n has not started in the last 3 games to give everyone a chance to play.  Everyone has scored.  Everyone has played.  It’s time for the Cap’n to be the Cap’n and the Juggs to kick some booty.

H:  21-17 Ferguson Ent.

R:  37-37 

OT:  45-37 Ferguson Ent.

Rec:  5-2

Stats:  Shannon Weiner – 17 pts, 4/9 fts, 3ptr; Assassin – 11 pts, 2/2 fts, 3 ptr; Blake – 5 pts, 1/2 fts;  Cap’n – 4 pts; Justin – 0 pts; Dreiser – 0 pts; Patrick – 0 pts; Barry – 0 pts, 0/5 fts.

NOTES:  Dreiser took a 3 pointer.  He usually takes one each year.  The Juggs were an atrocious 7/18 from the free throw line, missing 8 of the last 10.  Shannon has had back to back games of 20 and 17 points. 

Game 8 v. Winless (rematch)

Defense wins championships.


The Juggs were ready for their rematch against Winless, the team that sullied their perfect record.  With Ferguson Enterprises beating Wranglers earlier in the night, the Juggs needed a win to tie for the Deane Hill division title with Ferguson Enterprises.  According to the Assassin’s observations (which may or may not be correct) the tie breaker for the title and tournament seed may be total points on the season instead of head to head.  The Juggs came into the contest having lost the previous short handed game to Ferguson but led Ferguson and the Deane Hill division by 19 points on the season.


The Juggs started the game with the Assassin, Ant, Blake, Shannon and the Cap’n who combined to average over 50 points a game this season.  Blake lost the tip.  The ref must have made a bad toss.  Winless was without their 6’5” fat guy at center, but sharpshooters #0 and #20 were ready for action.  Too bad for them that the Jugg defense was spectacular.


The Juggs instituted a loose 2-3 defense with Blake patrolling the middle.  Without their behemoth, Winless had no inside game.  The only scores inside came off of dipsy doodle trick and prayer shots.  Every other shot was blocked or disrupted by Blake.  The Juggs basically played a 4-1 defense to negate the shooters who hit 9 or 10 threes on the Juggs the last game.  It worked.  #0 who scored 24 points including 6 three pointers in the previous matchup was held to 7 points and 1 three pointer.  #20 scored 14 including 2 three pointers one of which was banked.  #20’s points came from mid-range jumpers and running teardrops in the soft spots the Juggs left in the zone.  


The Juggs took an early lead.  Winless tied the game at 7s on freethrows.  The Juggs went on a 10 – 0 run with penetration of the lane by Shannon, power layups by Blake, drives by Ant, a rebounded shot and freethrow by the Cap’n and the wily ways of the Assassin.  Until he started getting fouls for breathing on the opponent, the Assassin played matador defense letting the dribbler pass him and then poking the ball out from behind to the Cap’n who heaved the ball back down the court to a streaking Assassin.  This play worked three times in a row.  Dreiser, Justin and Barry entered the game and contributed good minutes.  Dreiser blocked a three pointer and frustrated the opponents.  Dreiser was called for kneeing a player.  Dreiser’s play was technically legal as he only kneed the ball into the player’s groin without ever touching the player.  Barry entered and scored immediately on a drive and reverse layup.  Blake later responded with a reverse layup of his own.  Leading 17 – 7, the Juggs gave up 7 straight points to end the half.  The streak actually had to do more with the Juggs’ momentarily anemic offense than bad defense.  The Juggs led at halftime 17 – 14.


The Assassin, held scoreless in the first half, started the second half off with the first of four three pointers on his way to 14 points.  Shannon hit a three and Blake powered the ball inside to help the Juggs maintain a double digit lead through most of the second half.  The Assassin exploited Winless’ tight 2-3 zone.  The tight zone cut down on opportunities for the Cap’n.  The Cap’n blew some chances with short range shots rolling out and missing 3 of 4 freethrows.  The Cap’n didn’t have to make good on his bribes for assists as his meager 3 points came off a rebound and a freethrow.  The Cap’n is below 10 points a season for the first time in Knoxville Jugg history at a paltry 7.1 points per game, but the Cap’n is elated to have four double digit scorers on the team, no trips to the emergency room, balanced scoring and going into tournament with a body that isn’t broken down from repetitive beatings trying to score in the lane every possession of the season.


Justin made a wonderful grab on a missed Blake freethrow.  However, Shannon tried to argue against Justin going to the freethrow line for two shots.  Shannon, don’t argue calls that benefit the Juggs.  Although, it’s unclear that freethrows actually benefit the Juggs as they went 2 for 9 from the stripe.  Ball handling duties were shared by Shannon, Dreiser and Barry.  Barry had a nice out of control dribble circling around the lane and kick out to the Assassin for a three.  


After giving up 58 points to Winless in their first meeting, the Juggs clamped down surrendering only 31 points.  The vast defensive improvement was due to the return of Blake and Dreiser who didn’t play in the first matchup and having a healthy Ant.  The Juggs weak spot on defense was lack of talking which occurred when the Assassin, the Cap’n and Ant were all on the bench at the same time.  With the game well in hand under the minute mark, the Cap’n encouraged the Assassin to up the score due to the supposed total points tiebreaker.  The Assassin kindly complied with another three.


The Juggs worked a nice 8 man rotation with everyone playing at least half of the game.  T-Mank was studying for a big finance test.  Patrick was managing the Weigels.  Young Jared Martin went to Indiana with Ant and didn’t return due to some sweet nothings a young lass had whispered in his ear.  Jared, you’ll receive a Juggs’ championship t-shirt in exchange for your jersey when the Juggs win in all in the City tournament which starts next week.


With the refs allowing the players to play hard, it was a rough but not too rowdy contest, except for the Assassin almost losing his cool due to bad calls against him prompting the Cap’n to call a time out so the Assassin could get his swearing quota in at the bench away from the refs.  Dreiser didn’t get thrown out this game either.  Juggs won 49 – 31.

H:  17 – 14 Juggernauts

F:  49 – 31 Juggernauts

Rec:  6 – 2 (The .750 winning percentage is the highest of the New Knoxville Jugg era)

STATS:  Assassin – 14 pts, (4) 3ptrs; Ant – 10 pts; Shannon – 9 pts, (1) 3ptr; Blake – 8 pts, 0/2 fts; Barry – 4 pts; Cap’n – 3 pts, 1/4 fts; Dreiser – 1 pt, 1/2 fts; Justin – 0 pts, 0/2 fts.

